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A three game losing streak in the season’s second week, in-
cluding an extra-inning loss at Povich to the Reston Hawks and
a 5-2 loss to Arlington on the road, put Bethesda in fifth place
with a record of 5-5. A six game winning streak capped by a
complete game one-hit shutout by Ben Orengia (Kent State)
defeated the Baltimore Pride and set up a Sunday June 23
doubleheader between the league’s top two teams. Arlington
crushed the Big Train 9-2 in the first game and scored twice in
the top of the last inning to win a 2-0 thriller in the nightcap to
take a commanding lead in the league’s June Round.

In July, the Big Train won 12 games and lost 6, but must have
set some kind of record for scoring efficiency. Ten of our 12
league victories in July were by a single run. The other two
were comparative blowouts — 2-0 and 4-0. Bethesda beat
Reston twice at home in July in the bottom of the ninth when
Reston pitchers walked in the winning run. Again, a remark-
able ability to win close games and win at home were offset
by mediocre play on the road. Bethesda started poorly, and a
July 8 loss to Reston on the road left the Big Train in third
place with a record of 5-4. An awesome pitching performance
by starter Byron Binda and reliever Jake Hurry, his Coastal
Carolina teammate, helped defeat first place Arlington 3-2 on
the road on July 10. The next night, the Big Train knocked off
the then first place Baltimore Pride 1-0 behind another out-
standing pitching performance by Gus Hlebovy. But losses
on the road to Reston and Germantown allowed Arlington to
clinch the July Round and take the league championship with-
out the need for a playoff.

Naturally, the home season ended with a thriller. Arlington
had clinched the Griffith championship, but pride was on
the line. The Big Train needed a win on July 20 to split the
season series at three games apiece. Starting pitchers domi-
nated the game for eight innings before a Saturday night
standing-room-only crowd of 834. Bethesda's Matt Foster
allowed only two hits and no runs as Bethesda led 2-0 on
two unearned runs. Arlington’s Risley St. Germain (South-
eastern Louisiana) held the Big Train hitless through five. In
the top of the ninth, Foster tired. Arlington scored three runs
to take the lead. In the bottom of the ninth, Casey Gilvin
(Kentucky) faked a bunt and slashed a high one-hop double
over the first baseman’s head scoring Derek Hutton (Florida
Atlantic) all the way from first with the tying run. Nate
Jaggers (Middle Tennessee State) won the game with a walk-
off RBI single.

Arlington, with a 3-3 record against the Big Train, won nine
straight games to capture the AAABA championship. The
AAABA rules allow teams to pick up players for the cham-
pionship. Arlington selected Byron Binda and Matt Foster.
Binda was the winning pitcher in two of the nine post-sea-
son games and Foster was the winner in one. Gus Hlebovy
won a game in Johnstown playing for his former team from
Youngstown (OH).

Most Valuable Players: Byron Binda (Coastal Caro

Big Train Manager Derek Hacopian named pitchers Binda
Hlebovy Co-Most Valuable Players. “Byron and Gus anchor

an outstanding 2002 Big Train pitching staff,” explaine.
Hacopian. “Both throw hard, have good sliders, and have a bull-
dog mentality on the mound. Without a strong offense this past
year, we really needed to have pitchers like Binda and Hlebovy
keep us in games and give us a chance to win. They did just
that, helping the Big Train come out on top in many close games.
They are winners.” Binda, from Stafford, VA, led the Griffith
League in eamed run average for the second year in a row and
was named the league’s Most Outstanding Pitcher. He led
the league in wins as well with a 6-0 record. He struck out 52
batters in 54 innings of work. Hlebovy, from Campbell, Ohio,
had a record of 6-2 with two saves.

Hacopian gave Co-Most Outstanding Hitter awards to David
B. Hughes and Derek Hutton. “David B. Hughes was a con-
sistent hitter for the Big Train all summer,” explained
Hacopian. “Hughes is an aggressive hitter who finds a way
to get on base.” Hughes, from Indiana University and
Elizabethtown, K, hit .339 this summer, the highest Griffith
League average by a Big Train player in the four year his-
tory of the Bethesda franchise. Hughes had 41 hits in 35
games.

“Derek Hutton was a Big Train sparkplug at the top of the
order,” said Hacopian. “Hutton had the quickest hands of
any Big Train hitter. It showed in the way the ball jumped
off his bat. He has the potential to play at the next level.”
Hutton, from Palm Beach Gardens, FL, hit .327 for the Big
Train. With eight doubles and three triples, Hutton regis-
tered a 458 slugging percentage. Aaron Batlle, from Arling-
ton, Texas, led the team with 18 runs batted in.

hovy (Kent State)

2003 Program | 3

:  Scanned with !
i & CamScanner’;


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

