The Race
THE BIBLE 
(The Inspired Word of God)
The Objective: To have a basic understanding of where the Bible came from and why God gave us His Word.

Consider:

The Bible tells us how to win at life!   You could say that it is God’s “guidebook for runners.” 

The Bible was written over a span of 1500 years by over 35 different authors – all prophets, kings and other spiritual leaders inspired by God, in order to bring us His authoritative message on how to live to please Him.  The Bible claims to be the word of God over 2000 times in the Old Testament alone. The phrase “the Word of God” occurs over 40 times in the New Testament. God’s Word declares that it is inerrant (Ps 12:6; 119:140; John 10:35) and infallible (II Tim 16,17). In other words, it is true and therefore trustworthy.  All of these qualities are dependent on the fact that Scripture is God-given (II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:20,21), which guarantees its quality at the Source and at its original writing.  The Bible is holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable.  Read it to be wise, believe it to be saved, and practice it to be holy.

Learn:

The Bible contains 66 books of which 39 are in the Old Testament (original text being Hebrew) and 27 in the New Testament (original text being Greek).  Like most books you will find a table of contents toward the front, this will help you become acquainted with the various books.  Turn to the table of content and look up Mark Chapter 10, verse 45.  It should read something along the lines of “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 

The Bible is God’s Word! “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives.  It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right.  It is God’s way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good thing God wants to do” (II Timothy 3:16, 17 - NLT).  

The Bible reveals God’s character and timeless truths that will benefit you in every aspect of life. God instructs us to learn from His Word and obey His commands so that we will not sin against God. “How can a young person stay pure? By obeying Your Word and following its rules. I have tried my best to find You -- don’t let me wander from Your commands. I have hidden Your Word in my heart that I might not sin against You” (Psalms 119:9-11).  Later we read that the Bible is able to give us the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith, which is in Christ Jesus.  (II Timothy 3:14)

After reading 2 Timothy 3:14-16 and Psalms 119:9-11 what would you tell someone if they asked you what is so special about the Bible?
Commit:

Commit to reading the Bible daily because it is the only book that actually contains the revealed word of God.  The Lord announced the Word, and great was the company of those who proclaimed it”  (Psalm 68:11).  The more time that we are able to spend with the Word of God, the more that the Holy Spirit is able to move in and through us, as He enables us, strengthens us, and fills us with His joy! Any undertaking involving a thorough study of God’s Word will be educational at its least and is bound to produce other enlightening results as well. Isaiah 55:10-11 states: As the rain and the snow come down from Heave, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is My Word that goes out from My mouth: It will not return to Me void, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  Saturating your mind and heart with God’s Word will go a long way to helping you live the life Christ promised in John 10:10 …to it’s fullest!
Apply:

· Take regular time to read and study the Scriptures.  The Prophet Jeremiah said, “Your words are what sustain me. They bring me great joy and are my heart’s delight, for I bear your name, O Lord God Almighty.” (Jeremiah 15:16).  Let God show you who He is and who He wants you to be.  

· Memorize Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” 
