The Race
COMMUNITY / CAMARADERIE 
The Objective: Discover your role in community, both spiritual and those in your sphere of influence.  Learn how important it is not to be alone and how valuable your life is when it intersects with others inside and perhaps more importantly outside the local church.

Consider:

Isolation often leads to a loss of perspective which then leads to poor decisions.”  Dr. Philip Zimbardo, a former professor of psychology at Stanford and author of one of the most widely used textbooks in the field, addresses this issue in a Psychology Today article entitled “The Age of Indifference.” 
 

“I know of no more potent killer than isolation.  There is no more destructive influence on physical and mental health than the isolation of you from me and of us from them.  It has been shown to be a central agent in depression, paranoia, schizophrenia, rape, suicide, mass murder …The devils strategy for our times is to trivialize human existence in a number of ways: by isolating us from one another while creating the delusion that the reasons are time pressure, work demands, or anxieties created by economic uncertainty; by fostering narcissism and the fierce competition to be number one…”

Pastor Robert Lewis founder of Men’s Fraternity puts it this way: “The lack of healthy male comradeship creates a social, emotional and spiritual deficit which results in foolish actions, serious setbacks, discouragement and short-sided masculinity.”

God created us for community – communion with Him and communion with others. When God decided to create mankind, He said, “Let us make people in our image, to be like ourselves” (Genesis 1:26). The words in Genesis 1:26 identify God as the divine community: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We too are designed for community; “it is not good for the man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18).

Learn:

Paul regarded Barnabas, Timothy, Silas, John Mark and several other men as brothers (real friends).  These men experienced real camaraderie as they marched beside one another as Christ-followers. Together, in community, took risks, picked each other up when down, and even “came close to death for the work of Christ.”  Just like Paul, we need others in our life who know us, care about our welfare, will celebrate our victories as well as hold us up when we’re down.

What do these verses tell you in regard to fellowship?
· Hebrews 10:24-25

· Ephesians 4:11-16

What are Christ-followers to be committed to according to Acts 2:42?

Common place acquaintances are common among men, but real friendships among men is what is needed!  Real friendships with other men will test your metal and strengthen you.  “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together…” (Hebrews 10:24-25).  Every man needs another man (or men) he can trust and who is (are) willing to walk through life’s bumps together. The mark of true friendship is “always loyal, and a brother born to help in time of need” (Proverbs 17:17).
Commit:
Without question having a close friendship with God is by far the most important relationship you can have.  In fact, there is nothing more important than developing a friendship with God.  It is a relationship like no other in that it will have profound impact on all other relationships.
Everyone needs other people in their life.  God’s word clearly instructs not to forget this need.  This connection (fellowship) with other believers is vital to our growth in Christ.   One way to do this is to become engaged in the Body of Christ through a local Bible-believing church where God’s word is taught and you are encouraged to mature in Christ.  

You will also find it extremely helpful to become a part of a small group/team (like that of Lou Morelli’s men’s group that meets on Fridays) where life’s issues are openly addressed through the use of God’s Word.  We highly encourage small groups/teams because this provides the best environment for trust and authenticity and that is what makes for real life change.  
Apply:

· Be intentional in your relationship with God and desire a real friendship with Him above all other relationships. Be honest, obey and trust Him, take time with Him each day, and learn to value what He values

· Become a part of real community through the connection of a Bible-believing church which may lead to a healthy men’s bible study..

· Become connected to a few others, in a men’s small group/team who desire to mature in Christ.

Further Study:

Read chapters 11, 12 and 19 from Rick Warren’s book: The Purpose Driven Life

Read the book Achieving High Performance Friendship – A Book for Men
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