Robert “Cookie” Carucci
Hall of Fame Induction

We are proud to announce the induction of Robert “Cookie” Carucci, to the Highline Arena Hall of Fame.

Cookie first came to Good Sports, now Highline Arena, in 1996 along with two of his close friends, Joe
Schirripa and Bob Marrone. All three had been long time players in the legendary Fort Hamilton Hockey
League beginning in the 1960’s. Following a couple of introductory sessions with the Capitals in the over
30 B division, they decided to call for help and bring in much of the rest of their old team from Fort
Hamilton, the Blackhawks, where Cookie was still serving as captain after 30 years. He had also been
Captain on his junior and senior teams before moving to open unlimited competition.

The Hawks began play in our A division and immediately resumed their long-time rivalry with the Last
Hurrah, another Fort Hamilton team, better known as the Westside Rockets of Mullen fame. For five or
six years, their intense battles were must-see highlights during their playoffs. Cookie cherished these
contests in his early years here and went on to play for a total 24 years, sometimes three games a week,
before passing unexpectedly in April of 2020, due to complications from Covid.

What made Cookie unique was his leadership, knowledge of the game, a set of high-level skills, and his
unbroken record of continuously playing hockey for over 55 years. Many, if not most, of the over 30 and
beyond players had a break somewhere along the line. Job changes, injuries, family issues or whatever,
seemed to break the string for most before returning to the game. But not Cookie.

Another testament to his skill level and longevity: as other Blackhawks got older and moved down to B
or C divisions, Cookie remained in the A division, recruiting younger players for another decade. Only
then did he move to the Old Hawks, with many of his old mates, which later split again to form the Silver
Hawks. Cookie led the Old Hawks to much success, along with other over 40 and over 50 teams. He also
led the first and many more teams that followed to Vegas, and participated in many other tournaments.

Cookie was known for always playing hard. In Fort Hamilton where he played variously as a high scoring
power winger, smart gritty center or even a little defense, he was one of the hardest “open ice” hitters
in the toughest of leagues. The Blackhawks won many championships in Fort Hamilton, their first in
1967. Cookie's most famous goal came in 1969, when he scored the winner in the longest game ever
played in the history of Fort Hamilton, five hours, and 10 minutes long, in the fifth overtime period.

More than anything, Cookie loved the game and rarely missed one, juggling family life and a successful
business around his hockey schedule. He was known to say to friend and foe alike, “Who has it better
than us?” or “How lucky are we?” or better still, after a win, “It never gets old.” Cookie made clear his
intentions to play as long as he could, and he did just that. There is no doubt given his conditioning that
he would have played for many more years. But, as he would often say, “You never know.”

Cookie was loved and respected by all for his leadership and sense of humor, except maybe by those
who tried to win a faceoff from him. To many, he was simply known as The Captain. He made lifelong
friends through hockey including some old enemies like Johnny Moore and Dennis Respol. He lived a full
and prosperous life. Cookie was a loving and devoted husband and father, but above all else, a hockey
player at heart.



