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Sal Spinale grew up in Brooklyn, New York where he spent his early years playing 

stick ball, stoop ball, and box ball.  Sal’s love of hockey came about when he 

attended his first New York Rangers game.  Sal asked for a pair of roller skates for 

his birthday and spent the next few years playing in the streets and schoolyard, 

using electrical tape and tin cans to replicate an arena. 

Sal is honored to have coached many players throughout the sport.  He began his 

coaching career in the early ‘90’s when his son Chris began to play hockey.  Chris 

played with the Middletown Youth Athletic Association (MYAA) run by fellow 

Hall of Famer Dennis Respol.  Inspired by watching his first drill, he volunteered 

to work with the children and became enthralled with teaching the game of 

hockey.  He coached MYAA teams at every age level, managed clinics for 7–9-

year-olds, refereed games, even volunteered to help shovel snow off the rink.  Sal 

coached ice hockey for two seasons at St. John Vianney High School and for 

several years for the Americans and Titans travel program. 

Sal’s hockey career began shortly thereafter.  At age 43 he joined the Over 30 

league at GoodSports (now Highline Arena).  Over Sal’s 27 years of playing, he 

has played for and helped facilitate the Yellow Jackets Chiefs, Indians, Shore Shot, 

and Blackhawks.  He was an integral part of creating the first Over 40 league in the 

area, which has now grown into Over 40 and Over 50 leagues today.  We are 

honored to welcome Sal Spinale to the Great American Hockey Hall of Fame. 

 


