
SAN DIEGO SOCKERS 
0-0-0, 0
vs.

EMPIRE STRYKERS
0-0-0, 0

Friday, November, 28 , 7:30pm
FRONTWAVE ARENA // OCEANSIDE, CA

 WATCH/STREAMING:  CBS SPORTS GOLAZO NETWORK

SAN DIEGO SOCKERS 2025/26

MATCHDAY  GUIDE 
SAN DIEGO SOCKERS 2025/26

MATCHDAY  GUIDE 

16X CHAMPION SAN DIEGO SOCKERS
2023 & 2022 MASL SHIELD WINNERS

16X CHAMPION SAN DIEGO SOCKERS
2023 & 2022 MASL SHIELD WINNERS

MASL MATCH: #2
SOCKERS MATCH: #1

SOCKERS HOME MATCH: #1

http://www.sdsockers.com/
http://www.kp.org/
http://www.sdsockers.com/
http://www.theempirestrykers.com/
http://www.sdsockers.com/
http://www.theempirestrykers.com/
https://www.cbssports.com/watch/cbs-sports-golazo-network


SAN DIEGO SOCKERS 2025/26 MATCHDAY GUIDE  -  SCHEDULE & STATSSAN DIEGO SOCKERS 2025/26 MATCHDAY GUIDE  -  SCHEDULE & STATS

AVAILABILITY REPORT 
Out

Juan Salazar 
PeeWee Ortega 

Doubtful
Ben Ramin 

Leo De Oliveira 
Felipe Gonzalez
Questionable

N/A
Probable

Kraig Chiles

THE MATCHUP

SAN DIEGO SOCKERS
Head Coach: Phil Salvagio
Last Four:  -      
Streak: -
Leading Scorer: -
Leading GK: -
Goals Avg: For: 0.0 / Agst: 0.0
Goal Differential: 0
Expected Goals: -
Power Play%: 00%
Penalty Kill%: 00% 
Last Match: -
Next Match: 12/7 v Milwaukee

EMPIRE SYTRKERS
Head Coach: Onua Obasi
Last Four:  -
Streak: -
Leading Scorer: -
Leading GK: -
Goals Avg: For: 0.0  / Agst: 0.0
Goal Differential: 0
Expected Goals: -
Power Play%: 00%
Penalty Kill %: 00%
Last Match: - 
Next Match: 12/12 v San Diego

VS. EMPIRE STRYKERS
All-Time: SD Leads 44-9 

2025/26 Meetings: First Meeting
VIEW QUICK STATS PREVIEW

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
#5 - Ben Ramin - Ben RAY-min
#11 - Leonardo De Oliveira - Lay-oh-nard-oh De olive-ERA
#25 - Keko Gontán - Key-Ko Gon-TAWN
#27 - Boris Pardo - Boris Par-Doh
   
#29 - Cesar Cerda - Say-zar SARE-duh
#31 - Mitchell Cardenas - Mitchell CAR-day-nas
#37 - Kraig Chiles   Kraig CHAI-ulls

MASL MILESTONES WITHIN REACH
Player  -  Milestone   -   Needs
Kraig Chiles - Games Played - 200 - 1
Luis Ortega - Points - 100 - 3
Drew Ruggles - Goals - 100 - 3

ALL-TIME RECORDS VS. MASL
Team                                 All-Time RS                MASL Playoffs
BALTIMORE                         31-25                             1-0 (1) 1-0
EMPIRE (Ontario)             44-9                              5-2 (3) 3-0
KANSAS CITY                     39-24                            0-0
MILWAUKEE                        9-5                                 2-0 (1) 1-0
ST. LOUIS                              3-3                                 0-0
TACOMA                              81-24                              8-1 (4) 4-0
UTICA CITY                          3-0                                 0-0
                                                                                                                                      (#) = Series Played

http://www.sdsockers.com/
http://www.sdsockers.com/
http://www.theempirestrykers.com/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.savage.com.mx/
https://www.sdsockers.com/stats#/192/game/1139266/preview
http://www.theempirestrykers.com/
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MATCH PREVIEW

The San Diego Sockers—presented by Kaiser Permanente—embark on their twelfth Major Arena
Soccer League (MASL) campaign on Friday, November 28 when they host the Empire Strykers at
Frontwave Arena in Oceanside, CA. The match is set for a 7:35pm Pacific Time kickoff and will be
telecast on the CBS Sports GOLAZO Network, with replay on YouTube, and in Mexico on FOX Sports 2.
International fans can follow the action on Sportworld or Unbeaten Network.

The Major Arena Soccer League begins its twelfth season with an eight-team single table structure.
Three-time defending champion Chihuahua decided to leave the MASL at the league’s summer
meetings, while the Harrisburg Heat paused operations for one season as they transition to a new
arena in Hershey, PA. In addition, the Dallas Sidekicks and Texas Outlaws clubs have paused for the
2025-26 season. The top six teams in the 2025-26 season will advance to the Ron Newman Cup
playoffs, with the two top sides receiving first round byes. Best-of-three series will be played
throughout the playoffs, with a 15-minute knockout game used as the third game in the first two
rounds. In the Ron Newman Cup Finals, three full games will be played if needed and if arena
availability affords the opportunity. 

The Sockers posted a 20-4 campaign in the 2024-25 season, finishing two points behind the
Chihuahua Savage in the race for the MASL Supporters Shield. It was the club’s third 20+ win season in
the 2020s, having posted a 22-2 record in 2022-23, and a 23-0-1 mark in 2021-22. With a perfect 15-0
record at the new Frontwave Arena (regular season and playoffs combined), the Sockers advanced to
the Ron Newman Cup Finals, where they fell to Chihuahua in three games, losing twice in Mexico. It
was the first time in modern Sockers history the club reached a Final but failed to secure the
championship. In the subsequent offseason, the Savage left the league, guaranteeing a new
champion for 2025-26. 

Friday’s match will be the first of six meetings between the Sockers and Empire Strykers during the
2025-26 season. The two clubs will get familiar with one another quickly, meeting three times in the
first six scheduled matches. San Diego will play in Ontario on December 12, with the two clubs
returning to Frontwave Arena on January 3. Last season, the Sockers went a perfect 5-0 against
Empire in the regular season, and 1-0 in the playoffs, ending the Strykers’ season. However, the match
flow between the two sides was much more even than the 6-0 record would indicate. Five of the six
matches played were decided by two or fewer goals, with only a 10-7 Sockers win standing out as the
most lopsided. In the playoffs, San Diego gritted out a 4-2 win over the Strykers, ending Empire’s
season in the first round of the Ron Newman Cup tournament. Overall, the Sockers have a dominant
47-9 record against Empire, and have won fifteen straight contests against the Strykers. The club’s last
loss to Empire was a 10-4 setback on February 8, 2023. 

San Diego is loaded for bear in the 2025-26 season with the addition of two of the league’s top
performers: two-time league MVP Nick Perera, and five-time Goalkeeper of the Year Chris Toth. Perera
steps into the target forward position with the most assists in league history (243) and the third-most
points (483). Toth, the back-to-back Goalkeeper of the Year, has the most saves in MASL history
(2,429) and the third-most wins (107). Combining with incumbents Tavoy Morgan at target, and Boris
Pardo in net, the Sockers boast the most potent offense-defense combination in the MASL.
Supplementing the roster is free agent midfielder/defender Jesus Pacheco, who put together a
career-best (16-12=28) point season with Baltimore in 2024-25. 

The Strykers are coming off a 12-10-2 season, which represented a nine-win improvement from their
previous campaign. Under the guidance of MASL Coach of the Year Onua Obasi, Empire confused
opponents with a unique play style, in which their goalkeeper is generally out of net and playing as a
sixth outfield player. Empire has retooled their roster over the summer, bringing in multiple players
from the paused teams in Texas, including former Dallas striker Anthony Powell, midfielder Steven
Chavez and forward Lucas Ramalho. Familiar names are on the top of the call sheet for Empire,
including Liga MX veteran Marco Fabián (25-16=41 points in ’24-25) and midfielder Justin Stinson
(career-high 32 goals, 43 points last season). Keepers Brandon Gomez and Brian Orozco will handle
the tricky goalkeeping position, being asked to play along the wall away from net on most
possessions, while sometimes joining the attack. 
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A Farewell Tour for Captain Kraig
Sockers’ captain Kraig Chiles enters his 17th and final season, having announced that the 2025-
26 will be his last as an active player. Chiles, 41, is the club’s all-time goals (505) and points (743)
leader, and is third all-time in MASL goals scored (302). Consistency and accuracy are hallmarks
of Kraig Chiles’ career. The forward has netted 20+ goals in fifteen consecutive full seasons
(excluding the 2021 COVID MASL season, which only lasted ten matches), including (24-8=32)
points in 21 regular season matches during the 2024-25 campaign. 

An Unparalleled Tandem in Net
The Sockers are the envy of the indoor soccer world with the goalkeeping tandem of Boris Pardo
and Chris Toth, combining for eight career MASL Goalkeeper of the Year awards. Pardo, 41, is a
two-time champion with the Sockers and the league’s all-time wins leader (138). Toth, 35, returns
to his childhood team as the MASL’s all-time saves leader (2,429) and back-to-back Goalkeeper
of the Year awards in Tacoma. The duo are expected to split the net in the season opener, with
each playing a half. 

Million-Dollar Charlie
No Socker had a better summer break than midfielder Charlie Gonzalez, who helped power
Bumpy Pitch FC (a club largely filled with Sockers and Strykers players) to the championship of
the annual TST 7v7 tournament in Cary, North Carolina, claiming the million-dollar winner-take-
all prize for the team. Charlie scored both goals in Bumpy Pitch FC’s 2-1 win in the championship
match, including the match-winner from beyond midfield. In 2024-25, Gonzalez earned all-
MASL Second Team honors, leading the Sockers in scoring with (16-20=36) points in 22 matches
played.

Perera Powers the Offense
San Diego has a new fulcrum for their offensive attack, as 39-year-old Nick Perera begins his
third tour with the Sockers in 2025-26. Perera is the MASL’s all-time assists leader with 243, and is
third all-time in points with 483. Able to hold and control the ball against all opponents while
leveraging his 6’3” frame, Perera is a threat whether facing the goal or with his back to net. 

Don’t Sleep on Pacheco
Jesus Pacheco agreed to a three-year free agent contract with the Sockers and will be expected
to step into an important playmaking role in the midfield as the season goes along. In 2024-25,
Pacheco set career highs with 16 goals and 28 points playing for the Baltimore Blast. He returns
to Southern California, where Pacheco began his indoor career with the Fury/Strykers from
2019-23. 

Veteran Additions Late
The Sockers announced the signings of veterans Keko Gontán, Sean Callahan and Jose Gonzalez
prior to the start of the 2025-26 season. Gontán will start Friday’s match at midfield, while
Gonzalez will draw in at defensive runner (forward). 

Welcome to the Rookies
The Sockers filled out their roster with the signing of three rookie players, each of whom will be
looking to make their Major Arena Soccer League (MASL) debuts in the 2025-26 season. The club
has inked forward Mohammad “Marcel” Roknipour, goalkeeper Nathaniel Linquist and defender
Matthew Hurlow to one-year rookie contracts. 
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VIEW ROSTER

https://www.sdsockers.com/stats#/192/team/557366/roster?team_id=557366
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VIEW ROSTER

https://www.sdsockers.com/stats#/192/team/557366/roster?team_id=557366
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PLAYER                                         #               POS                BIRTHDATE      HOMETOWN                
Taylor Walter Bond               #23      Forward          9/10/88            St. Charles, IL
Mitchell Cardenas               #31      Defender       1/8/91              Mexico City
Cesar Cerda                           #29     Defender     4/14/93            Saltillo, MX
Kraig Chiles                            #37      Forward        5/14/84            Poway, CA
Gabriel Costa                        #70      Forward       12/16/96          Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Leonardo De Oliveira          #11       Midfield        11/18/88           Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Keko Gontan                          #25      Forward      12/27/91            Brunete, Spain
Jose “Bebe” Gonzalez       #30      Defender      6/12/92           Lancaster, CA
Charlie Gonzalez                  #21      Midfield        10/19/93          Lancaster, CA
Felipe Gonzalez                    #7         Mid/Def        11/9/89            San Jose, CA 
Christian Gutierrez             #4         Midfield        3/21/91           Tijuana, MX
Nathaniel Linquist                 #64        GK 
Sebastian Mendez                 #27        Midfield        3/6/01                Dallas, TX    
Luiz Morales                             #80         Forward       10/23/99           Irving, TX
Tavoy Morgan                          #9          Forward        3/1/95                Spanish Town, Jamaica
Luis Ortega                               #69       Defender       2/4/92              Chicago, IL
Boris Pardo                                #27       GK                     3/22/84            Queens, NY
Jesus Pacheco                         #91       Midfield           6/23/00          Northridge, CA
Nick Perera                                #77        Forward         6/5/86              San Diego, CA
Kristian Quintana                    #71       Defender        2/21/90           Garland, TX 
Ben Ramin                                  #5        Defender        8/30/93           Baldwinsville, NY
Marcel Roknipour                  #33      Midfield 
Drew Ruggles                           #8        Defender        7/28/92            Fayetteville, NC 
Juan Salazar                             #17        Forward           6/5/99              Medlin, Colombia
Chris Toth                                  #1         GK                       8/4/1989          San Diego, CA

VIEW ROSTER

2025/26 TRANSACTIONS

https://www.sdsockers.com/stats#/192/team/557366/roster?team_id=557366
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VIEW STATS 

https://www.sdsockers.com/stats#/192/team/557366/stats
https://www.sdsockers.com/stats#/192/team/557366/stats
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VIEW CHILES’ CAREER STATS

SCORING THE 2022 FINALS GWG

2022 MASL RON NEWMAN CUP FINALS MVP

https://www.statscrew.com/soccer/stats/p-chilekra001


SAN DIEGO SOCKERS 2025/26 MATCHDAY GUIDE  -  2025/26 KITS BY FLITE SAN DIEGO SOCKERS 2025/26 MATCHDAY GUIDE  -  2025/26 KITS BY FLITE 

VISIT FLITE SPORTS

https://www.flitesports.com/
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VIEW ROSTER

https://www.theempirestrykers.com/stats#/192/team/557368/roster
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VIEW ROSTER

https://www.theempirestrykers.com/stats#/192/team/557368/roster
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VIEW STATS

https://www.theempirestrykers.com/stats#/192/team/557368/stats


PHIL SALVAGIO
Head Coach
Salvagio was born in New York, New York on 02/04/1971 and moved with his family to Florida in
1978. There he stayed and attended Bishop Borat High School. After graduation he attended
Nova Southwestern University and in 1994 went on to graduate with a BS Accounting and
Finance degree. That same year, he began playing professional soccer. He played two seasons
with the Dayton Dynamo from Dayton Ohio (MPSL League), four seasons with the San Diego
Sockers, one season with the Kansas City Attackers and one season with the Sacramento
Knights. In 2008, Phil decided to restore the San Diego Sockers franchise after the prior league
had folded in 2004 and engage not only has owner, but as Head Coach. In his initial four seasons
on the bench, Phil captured four consecutive championships from 2009-13, earning Coach of
the Year honors in 2010-11 and 2011-12. Salvagio was named MASL Coach of the Year in 2018-19
after guiding the club to a 23-1 mark. Now entering his fourteenth season, Salvagio has a lifetime
record of 198-42-1 in the PASL/MASL regular season, and 32-12 in the playoffs. Phil is a co-founder
of CaliFino Tequila, and enjoys boating and camping with his wife and three daughters.

CHIKY LUNA
General Manager/Assistant Coach
Luna was a four-time champion midfielder with the Sockers from 2009-16, before retiring and
joining the front office as Director of Player Personnel, a job he has held for six seasons. He joined
his longtime friend Salvagio on the bench full-time in 2019-20, and begins his third year as an
assistant coach. Luna is also the co-owner and president of CaliFino Tequila

GUS CASTANEDA
Assistant Coach
Gus Castaneda is a seasoned soccer professional with a rich history as both a player and coach.
A standout at Bonita Vista High School, he helped lead his team to the 1989 CIF Class 3A
championship and was named CIF Player of the Year in 1990. Castaneda transitioned to
professional indoor soccer at a young age, joining the San Diego Sockers at 19. Over his career,
he played for teams such as the San Diego Sockers and Las Vegas Dustdevils, with whom he won
the 1994 CISL Championship. Across 58 career games, Castaneda tallied 18 goals and 13 assists,
leaving a lasting legacy in the sport.After the 1997 season with the Sockers Gus turned his soccer
career and pursued coaching at the youth level for SD Surf. Gus also quickly received his US “B”
license. In2000 Gus was given the opportunity to be the DOC of West Coast FC where he and his
staff where able to build one of the most recognized youth Clubs in the Country. In 2021 Gus
returned to his current Club SD Surf serving as ECNL-Rl girls director. Gus in 2001 received his
current USSF “A” licence. This blend of competitive experience and coaching expertise has
solidified Castaneda’s reputation as a driving force in the Southern California soccer
community.

RENE ORTIZ
Assistant Coach 
Ortiz has served double duty as the top assistant coach to Phil Salvagio for the Sockers, as well
as the head coach for the club’s developmental team, SDSockers2. In 2021-22, Ortiz was able to
grasp the top trophy in both leagues, as SDSockers2 won the MASL2 championship, while the
Sockers prevailed to take the Ron Newman Cup. It was Ortiz’s third and fourth championship on
the bench, having served as an assistant in 2020-21 for the Sockers, and as head coach for the
2018-19 M2 champion SDSockers2. A local product from the start, Ortiz won three
championships playing for the Sockers from 1988-90. He also serves as the head coach of the
Mexican Indoor National Soccer Team, where Ortiz led his side to the WMF World Cup
championship in Perth, Australia in 2019.

PAUL WRIGHT
Assistant Coach
Sockers legend joins the coaching staff this season after a stellar playing career and one year as
the head coach of the Empire Strykers. The London, England native played professionally in the
WPSL, APSL, MLS,  MISL, WISL, CISL and PASL.
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Team President                    Manager                            Head Trainer                 Sports Performance           Equipment Mgr               Media & PXP
SEAN BOWERS                ALEX MONNAR                     PAUL SAVAGE                      ANNEMARIE ALF                 JERRY MOSIER               CRAIG ELSTEN         



#2 Ben Ramin-D
Veteran defender Ben Ramin begins his tenth season in the MASL with a new three-year
contract extension, signed before the start of the 2025-26 season. Ramin, 32, brings a
strong stay-at-home presence to the San Diego back line, contributing a career-high 37
blocked shots during the 2024-25 season. He added three assists on offense while starting
17 matches for San Diego. Ramin is in his second tour of duty with the Sockers, having also
played for the team during its 2021 COVID championship season. Ramin featured with the
Milwaukee Wave for two seasons from 2022-24, and previously played five seasons in
upstate New York, two for Syracuse and three for Utica City FC. The 6’2” defender has
blocked 123 shots over his past four campaigns. A native of Baldwinsville, New York, Ramin
played college soccer at Syracuse University and the University of New Hampshire. 

#7 Felipe Gonzalez-M
36-year-old veteran midfielder Felipe Gonzalez has alternated between two constant
states in his career: either performing as a key contributor to the San Diego Sockers’
success, or watching from the sidelines as a player returning from injury. Gonzalez enters
his tenth season in the MASL and ninth with the Sockers in 2025-26, hoping for a return to
the field by midseason. After a three-season stretch of health from 2021-24 which saw
Felipe play for two championships Sockers sides and appear in 54 matches, the 2024-25
campaign saw Gonzalez mostly shelved due to injury. He was held to three matches total in
the regular season due to leg injuries, scoring two goals. In the previous three seasons,
Felipe netted 28 goals with 17 assists, alternating between the midfield and the defensive
back line. A star performer for the PASL and MASL Las Vegas Legends, Gonzalez joined the
Sockers in 2016, and has appeared in 110 games over eight seasons, scoring 46 goals with
36 assists (82 points). In 2018-19, Felipe was on route to a career season, scoring seven goals
in nine games, before being felled by an ACL tear on February 17, 2019 in Tacoma. In his 128-
match MASL career, Gonzalez has accumulated 61 goals and 50 assists (111 points). Felipe is
the twin brother of former Sockers player Juan Gonzalez. The twins are San Jose natives and
make their offseason home in Northern California.

SAN DIEGO SOCKERS 2025/26 MATCHDAY GUIDE  -  PLAYER BIOS SAN DIEGO SOCKERS 2025/26 MATCHDAY GUIDE  -  PLAYER BIOS 

#1 Chris Toth-GK
One of the most decorated goalkeepers in MASL history, Chris Toth returns home in 2025-26 to rejoin
the team where he started his pro career, and where his father’s jersey is retired in the rafters. Toth,
35, agreed to a three-year free agent contract to return to San Diego, where his father, Hall of Famer
Zoltan Toth, asked to bring down his #1 from retirement for his son to wear. The five-time and back-
to-back reigning MASL Goalkeeper of the Year, Toth, a Fallbrook native, spent the first eight seasons
of his career with the Sockers, posting a 69-17 record between the PASL and MASL. He won his first
two MASL Goalkeeper of the Year awards with the Sockers in 2016-17 and 2017-18, and was a three-
time PASL champion. Toth begins his 17th season of professional soccer in 2025-26. He carries a 134-
72 lifetime record through the PASL and MASL, and ranks third in MASL history with 107 wins. Toth is
the MASL’s all-time leader in saves (2,429), games played (186) and save percentage (.736). Chris
spent the past two seasons with the Tacoma Stars, winning MASL Goalkeeper of the Year each
season. He posted a 22-11-4 record with Tacoma and led the MASL with a .752 save percentage in
2024-25. Toth is one of two keepers in MASL history with over 10,000 career minutes, joining now-
Sockers teammate Boris Pardo, and is the only player in league history to win Goalkeeper of the Year
with three different teams (San Diego, Ontario, Tacoma). A native of San Diego who grew up in North
County’s Fallbrook, Toth has earned 104 caps as the starting goalkeeper for the U.S. Beach Soccer
Men’s National Team, including 11 World Cup appearances and nine times being named a Top 50
Global Beach Soccer Player. He has worked for thirteen seasons as the goalkeeper coach for the
Cardiff Sockers program. 

#8 Drew Ruggles-D
A MASL standout who has appeared in every season of the league’s existence, defender
Drew Ruggles is halfway through a four-year contract signed in San Diego prior to the 2023-
24 season. The 33-year-old left-footer with a wicked shot and a calm presence on the ball,
Ruggles appeared in all 24 regular season and five playoff matches for the Sockers in 2024-
25, as the club pushed to the Finals of the Ron Newman Cup playoffs. Ruggles netted 12
goals with 6 assists on the campaign, and added four more goals in five playoff matches. In
2023-24, Ruggles adjusted to having less time on the ball than he had in previous stops,
scoring eight goals with twelve points in 23 matches. The 2022-23 season saw Ruggles set a
career-high with 18 goals scored and 40 blocked shots. The defender featured on the power
play for the now-defunct Florida Tropics, scoring a career-high five power play goals.n the
summer of 2023, Ruggles was part of the first-ever TST 7v7 tournament, helping win the
million-dollar championship with Newton Pride FC and assisting on the tournament-
winning “million-dollar goal” with a behind-the-back pass. During his time in Florida,
Ruggles won MASL Defender of the Year in 2019-20, participated in the 2022 Ron Newman
Cup Finals and was part of the 2019-20 club that finished with the best record in the Eastern
Conference. (continues on the next page)



#8 Drew Ruggles-D (continued)
 IHe’s made nine playoff appearances in his previous eleven MASL campaigns, reaching
four Ron Newman Cup Finals (2025, 2022, 2019, 2015). Ruggles was part of a Ron Newman
Cup championship side in Milwaukee in 2018-19, one of four seasons spent with the Wave.
He debuted in 2014-15 with the Baltimore Blast, also reaching the Finals. Drew has also
been a starter for the past two WMF World Cup clubs for Team USA, appearing in Australia
and the United Arab Emirates. He was part of the million-dollar winning team Newtown
Pride FC at the inaugural TST 7-v-7 tournament in the summer of 2023, along with
teammates Tavoy Morgan and Gabriel Costa. In his 197-match MASL career, Ruggles has
scored (97-63=160) points, with 164 blocked shots. The Fayetteville, North Carolina native
played collegiately at Georgia Southern before beginning his professional career outdoors
with USL Championship sides Wilmington and Rochester, and USL League Two’s Michigan
Bucks. Drew lives in Vista with his wife Tristan and children Parker and Remy. 
#9 Tavoy Morgan-F
The target forward in San Diego’s offense, Tavoy Morgan is the player teammates are
looking for to control the ball and turn it into an offensive chance. Entering his sixth year
with the Sockers and eighth in the MASL, Morgan has led San Diego with 118 goals in the
past five seasons, including 26 in each of the past two seasons. The 30-year-old scored (26-
7=33) points during the 2024-25 regular season, adding three goals and three assists during
the Ron Newman Cup playoffs over five matches. In 2023-24, Morgan added a career-high
22 assists to his 26 goals for a 48-point season. In the 2022-23 season, Morgan scored a
team-high 24 goals along with 11 assists for a 35-point season. He netted four game-
winning goals and four on the power play. In the summer of 2023, Morgan was part of the
first-ever TST 7v7 tournament, helping win the million-dollar championship with Newton
Pride FC. A member of the MASL Elite Six in 2021-22, Tavoy led the Sockers and finished
second in the MASL with 39 goals. His 49 total points also led the Sockers and ranked third in
the league. “The Bull” added seven goals in seven playoff matches, helping propel the
Sockers to the Ron Newman Cup championship. Acquired in a loan from Harrisburg late in
the COVID-impacted 2020-21 season, Morgan made an immediate impact on the Sockers’
front line, scoring three goals in three games while adding an assist. Installed as the club’s
top forward during the Ron Newman Cup playoffs, Morgan featured in all seven playoff
matches, scoring two goals with three assists as San Diego went 6-1 en route to the Ron
Newman Cup championship. Tavoy’s clutch contributions included a late fourth quarter
game-tying goal in Game One of the opening round series against Tacoma, and two assists
in Game One of the Ron Newman Cup Finals against Ontario. The Sockers formalized a
permanent trade for Tavoy in the offseason. Morgan is in his fifth season in the MASL, having
spent the first two years of his career with the Harrisburg Heat prior to last year’s loan while
Harrisburg was inactive. In 2019-20, Morgan (5’9”, 180 lbs) featured in 13 games for the Heat,
scoring (19-5=24) points, including four power play goals and two game-winning goals. In
2018-19, Morgan was named to the MASL All-Rookie team, accruing (23-10=33) points in 24
matches. In his 128-match MASL career, Morgan has produced (160-66-226) points. He
previously appeared for the Elm City Express in the NPSL. A native of Spanish Town, Jamaica,
Morgan owns a career .324 shooting percentage in the league.

#11 Leonardo de Oliveira-M
One of the great passers in MASL history, Leonardo de Oliveira “Leo” baffles opponents on
both ends of the field with his slick footwork, vision and toughness on the ball. With 190
regular season assists in his career, Leo ranks fourth in MASL history, trailing only teammate
Nick Perera (243), the retired Leo Gibson from Kansas City (225) and Milwaukee’s Max
Ferdinand (205). Leo ranks in the top-10 all-time in MASL history with 320 points (130 goals,
190 assists). Entering his 12th year in the league and eighth with the Sockers, Leo is coming
off a season in which he finished second on the club with 19 assists, and tied for fourth with
23 points, while adding three goals and three assists in the Ron Newman Cup playoffs. In
addition, he blocked a career-best 22 shots during the 2024-25 season, more than a
quarter of his career total of 80. Injuries limited de Oliveira’s contributions in 2023-24, when
he was held to 13 regular season matches but scored (8-14=22) points. In 2022-23, Leo, 37,
finished one point behind Kraig Chiles for the club lead with 40 points, and led San Diego
with 27 assists, adding 12 blocks on defense. In 2021-22, Leo helped lead the Sockers to a
second straight MASL championship while earning the league’s Pass Master title with 33
assists. Despite leading the league in helpers and finishing tied for fifth with 46 points, Leo
was a stunning omission from the league’s two all-MASL squads. He let his performance do
the talking in the Ron Newman Cup playoffs, battling through an ankle injury to net two
goals and six assists in just three appearances. A scorer gifted with both skill and strength,
de Oliveira helped lead the Sockers to the 2021 Ron Newman Cup championship, earning
playoff MVP honors for his performance. After leading San Diego in the regular season with
15 points (7 goals, 8 assists) in 10 games, “Leo” opened the Sockers’ playoff run with a three-
assist match against Tacoma, and wrapped it up with three goals in the Ron Newman Cup
Finals against Ontario. In 2019-20, Leo furthered his goal scoring prowess, netting 14 goals in
17 matches (14-9=23 points) while finishing third on the club in scoring. Acquired prior to the
start of the 2018-19 season in a blockbuster trade with the Ontario Fury, de Oliveira finished
third on the Sockers in scoring with (15-25=40) points in 23 games. Leo led the Sockers with
25 assists. Selected as a starter for Team Brazil at the 2019 WMF World Cup in Perth,
A t li d Oli i h l d B il t th G d Fi l b i l t th t l
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#17 Juan Salazar-F
Entering his third year in the MASL, young forward Juan Salazar is willing to do whatever it takes
to entrench himself into the San Diego Sockers’ lineup going forward. A 26-year-old born and
raised in Medellin, Colombia, Salazar moved to San Diego at age 16, enrolling at Mission Hills
High School. He went on to play soccer at CSU San Marcos before transferring to Point Loma
Nazarene University in 2023, where he led the Sea Lions in goals (8) and assists (8), receiving
First Team All-PacWest as well as PacWest Newcomer of the Year. In his first two seasons with
the Sockers, Salazar has served mostly in a reserve role, being selected for 14 starts in 2023-24,
and 11 starts in 2024-25. In total, Salazar has netted five goals, four assists and six blocked shots
in 25 MASL matches. In 2024-25, Salazar played both midfield and defender in addition to his
more traditional forward position, adding to his versatility. He also works for CaliFino Tequila
during the offseason. 

#18 Sean Callahan-D
A valued and trusted reserve who has excelled on Sockers-2 when the club has employed a
junior team, defender Sean Callahan is a regular participant in club training, and is ready when
healthy to take the jump back into the starting lineup as needed. Injuries troubled the 33-year-
old defender in 2024-25, as he was held to two starts for the Sockers, contributing a blocked
shot. In his best season, 2021-22, Callahan appeared in a career-high 15 regular season
matches, scoring a pair of goals. He added two critical assists in the club’s run to the 2022 Ron
Newman Cup in the playoffs, including the semifinal equalizer against Chihuahua. Callahan was
a key member of the undefeated 2018-19 MASL2 champion Sockers2 squad, scoring (18-5=23)
points in eleven matches. A San Diego native, Callahan went to Sonoma State University, playing
for the Division II Seawolves men’s soccer program.

#20 Gabriel Costa - D
Midfielder Gabriel Costa enters his fourth MASL season looking to take another step up into the
elite ranks of scorers within the league. An undeniable talent on the ball who can dribble, pass
and shoot with both feet equally, Costa won MASL Newcomer of the Year in 2022-23 with the
Ontario Fury, posting career-bests in goals (18), assists (22) and points (40) in only 19 matches
played. He subsequently signed a free-agent contract with the Sockers, and enters his third
season in San Diego’s midfield. In his first two campaigns with the Sockers, Costa has accrued
21 goals and 31 assists in 36 matches played. Costa led the Sockers with three goals and four
assists in five matches during the 2025 Ron Newman Cup playoffs, helping the Sockers reach
the Finals. For his 55-match MASL career to date, Costa is nearing the 100-point career mark
with (39-53=92) points. Costa has played each of the last two offseasons in the Kings League.
He teamed with Drew Ruggles and Tavoy Morgan as part of Newtown Pride FC in the of 2023 at
the TST 7-v-7 tournament, winning the million dollar first-place prize live on national TV. Born and
raised in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Costa moved to the United States as a teenager, and shined as a
collegiate outdoor player, playing his freshman season at Azusa Pacific and his final three
seasons at SMU. In 2021-22, Costa led the Mustangs with eight goals in 15 starts. Costa married
in January of 2023 and lives in San Diego with his wife, Fran.
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#21 Charlie Gonzalez-M
One of the top playmaking midfielders in league history, Juan Carlos “Charlie” Gonzalez
looks to continue to build upon a terrific 2025 as he embarks on his eleventh season in the
MASL. In 2024-25, Gonzalez earned all-MASL Second Team honors, leading the Sockers in
scoring with (16-20=36) points in 22 matches played. Gonzalez had three game-winning
goals for the Sockers, and crossed the career 300-point mark in the MASL (170-132=302) in
his 186th game played. In the summer of 2025, Gonzalez was one of four Sockers to take
home the TST 7v7 tournament championship as part of the club Bumpy Pitch FC. Charlie
scored the “million-dollar goal” from midfield to clinch the tournament championship. In
four seasons with the Sockers, Gonzalez has accrued (74-65=119) points, third-most on the
team behind Tavoy Morgan (165) and Kraig Chiles (154). In 2023-24, Gonzalez continued his
balanced production with (18-19=37) points in 20 matches, adding two goals and three
assists in five playoff matches. Injuries limited Charlie’s 2022-23 season in San Diego,
restricting him to 18 appearances in the regular season. He still posted 17 goals and 10 assists
in the regular season, then added a goal with four assists in five playoff appearances. Signed
as a free agent in the 2021 offseason, Gonzalez finished tied-for-second on the club with 23
goals in the regular season, and was fifth on the club with 39 points. Charlie added eight
points in the playoffs (3 goals, 5 assists), tied for third on the team. Gonzalez arrived from
Ontario, where he was a consistent thorn in the side during his years with the Fury (now re-
named Empire Strykers). A second-team all-MASL performer in the 2021 season, Gonzalez
led the Ontario Fury offense with 11 goals and 14 assists (11-14=25 points) in ten regular-
season games. Gonzalez powered the Fury to the Ron Newman Cup Finals with 5 goals and a
team-high 11 assists (5-11=16 points) in six playoff appearances, leading the club in regular
season and playoff scoring. Still the Fury’s all-time leading scorer, Gonzalez has featured in
186 games over ten seasons overall, netting 170 goals with 132 assists (170-132=302 points).
His career-high in points came in 2021-22 with 39, two more than his 2017-18 campaign with
(24-13=37), matched in 2019-20 (20-17=37 points). However, the shortened 2021 campaign
was Gonzalez’s breakout season in terms of scoring average (2.5 ppg), and recognition. A
member of the MASL All-Star team, Gonzalez scored two goals with an assist to help lead the
West to victory. Charlie made his first international appearance as a pro in 2023, featuring
for Team Mexico in the WMF World Cup, held in the United Arab Emirates. Born in Jalisco,
Mexico but raised in Lancaster, California, Gonzalez attended Quartz Hill High School and
Taft College before going on to play collegiately at Cal State San Bernadino. One of six
siblings, Gonzalez played alongside his brother Jose on the Fury in 2020-21 and again in San
Diego in 2021-22. 

#23 Taylor Walter Bond-F
An indoor veteran who has been part of every season in Major Arena Soccer League history,
Taylor Walter Bond returns to the Sockers on a new two-year contract extension which runs
through the 2026-27 season. Bond begins his fifth season with San Diego, in his second tour
of duty. Taylor played for the Sockers from 2018-21, helping the club win its first MASL
championship in the COVID-shortened 2021 season. From 2021-23, Bond played for the
now-defunct Florida Tropics, appearing in the 2022 Ron Newman Cup Finals, where Florida
lost to San Diego. He played parts of two seasons in Utica before returning to the Sockers for
the 2024-25 season, netting a goal with two assists in 13 matches played, while adding 25
fouls. Known for his grit, toughness, speed, physicality and a scorer’s touch around the net,
Bond has played in 178 matches in the MASL for seven teams (Chicago, Tacoma, Cedar
Rapids, San Diego, Florida, Harrisburg, Utica), with career totals of 131 goals, 189 points and
206 fouls. 

#25 Keko Gontán-F/M
Spanish veteran midfielder Sergio “Keko” Gontán Gallardo brings a wealth of high-level
outdoor experience to the Sockers, and continues his indoor transition in 2025-26, his
second season in San Diego. In 2024-25, Gontán appeared in 22 matches for the Sockers,
netting nine goals with five assists (14 points). He scored a brace (two goals) twice against
the Tacoma Stars, and had a career-high three-point match (goal, two assists) on January
20 at Empire. Gontán was born on December 27, 1991, in Madrid, Spain, and brings extensive
experience across top European leagues. He began his professional career with Atlético
Madrid, debuting in La Liga at just 17 years old. Over his career in Spain’s top division, Keko
made 250 appearances (caps) in La Liga, playing for notable clubs such as Málaga, Eibar,
and Real Valladolid. Keko also gained experience in the 1st division in Italy before
transitioning to the United States in 2022, where he joined Sacramento Republic FC in the
USL Championship. He played a crucial role in the team’s historic run to the U.S. Open Cup
final, marking one of the competition’s rare achievements for a lower-division team since
MLS’s inception in 1996. On the international stage, Keko represented Spain at multiple youth
levels, including the 2008 UEFA European Under-17 Championship, where he scored in the
final to help Spain clinch the title. 
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#27 Boris Pardo-G 
#27 Boris Pardo-GK
The winningest goalkeeper in the history of the Major Arena Soccer League and a three-time
MASL Goalkeeper of the Year, 41-year-old Boris Pardo has written his name alongside the great
keepers in Sockers history. Pardo is the league’s all-time leader in wins (138), 26 more than the
second-place finisher Diego Reynoso (116), and holds a record of 114-20-5 in a San Diego uniform.
He ranks second only to teammate Chris Toth in all-time appearances (183) and saves (1,961).
During the 2024-25 season, Pardo became the first keeper in MASL history to play over 10,000
career minutes. Selected to the All-MASL Second Team, Pardo started 17 games for the Sockers,
posting a 12-2 record and a league-leading 4.38 GAA. It was Boris’ eighth straight season posting
a GAA under 5.0. In 2023-24, Pardo went 14-4 in 19 starts with a 4.99 GAA. . Boris led the MASL in
wins in 2022-23 with a 21-2 record, marking the third time in three full 24-match schedules where
he reached the 20-win plateau. Pardo also led the league in goals-against average (3.80) while
finishing fifth in save percentage (.726). In 2021-22, Pardo earned his second straight
championship, while picking up his second career award as MASL Goalkeeper of the Year. He
again led the MASL in wins (19) and goals-against-average (4.20), and his .731 save percentage
ranked second in the league. Pardo was even btter in the playoffs, starting all seven matches and
posting a 6-0-1 record, 3.36 GAA and .767 SV%. The Game One starter for San Diego in the 2021
Ron Newman Cup playoffs, Pardo went a perfect 3-0 in his three starts, with a 3.57 goals-against
average (GAA) and .707 save percentage (SV%). In seven regular season matches, Pardo posted a
4.17 GAA and .737 SV%, the second-best of his career. The 2019-20 campaign saw Pardo start 17
matches for San Diego, posting a record of 12-5-1 with a 4.90 goals-against average (GAA) and
.690 save percentage (SV%). In 2018-19, Pardo earned MASL Goalkeeper of the Year honors,
starting 23 games in goal and winning 22, with a career-best 22-1 record, 3.90 goals against
average (GAA) and .737 save percentage (SV%).
(Continues on the next page)  finished second in the league in goals against average, and fourth
in save percentage. Including his three seasons in the MISL from 2010-13 to begin his career,
Pardo has made 192 starts, fashioning a record of 141-42-7, and a .704 save percentage. Boris was
selected to be the starting goalkeeper for Team USA in the 2019 WMF World Cup in Perth,
Australia as well as the 2023 WMF World Cup in the United Arab Emirates. In his previous last
chance to be a regular starter, Pardo fashioned a 16-3 season with the Missouri Comets in 2015-
16, finishing as runner-up for league Goalkeeper of the Year. The New Jersey native starred in net
for Seton Hall University, setting the school record for shutouts. 

#29 Cesar Cerda-D
Sockers defensive captain Cesar Cerda enters his tenth season with the Sockers with a
reputation as one of the toughest and most clutch performers in the MASL. Cerda, 32, was
selected for the All-MASL First Team in 2024-25, setting career-highs with 33 blocked shots and
eight carded fouls. While his physicality, outstanding field vision and ability to win balls out of
tight positions all power Cerda’s defensive prowess, he has the ability to perform on offense as
well. While circumstance and a career-low .053 shooting percentage held Cerda to a single goal
with eight assists in the 2024-25 season, he approached a career-high in 2023-24 with thirteen
goals and 22 points. In the summer of 2025, Cerda was a member of Bumpy Pitch FC, the winning
team at the TST 7v7 tournament in North Carolina, splitting a million-dollar prize purse. Cesar
finished second among Sockers defenders in points scored in 2022-23 with (4-9=13), and added
20 blocked shots and a team-high 43 fouls to the defense. He was honored with Second Team
All-MASL status for the season. In 2021-22, Cerda led club defenders with 31 fouls, adding (5-
10=15) points and 20 blocked shots. Cerda added three goals, two assists, twelve fouls and nine
blocked shots to the club’s championship playoff efforts. Cesar delivered the biggest goal of the
season in 2021, striking the Ron Newman Cup-winning blow in the final minute of Game Three of
the Ron Newman Cup Finals against the Ontario Fury. Cerda’s short-side goal on an assist from
Kraig Chiles gave the Sockers a 2-1 match win, and a two-games-to-one series victory over the
Fury. Cerda’s scoring touch was on display in the regular season as well, netting six goals and
three assists in nine games played. Cerda was named a MASL All-Star for his work in the 2019-20
season. Named an Honorable Mention to the All-MASL team, Cerda played in 20 matches for San
Diego, netting (8-11=19) points while finishing fifth on the club in scoring. Cerda earned second-
team all-MASL honors from the back line during the 2018-19 campaign, blocking 13 shots in 19
games while marking the opponent’s top scorer game after game, and adding (7-8=15) points of
offense. Cerda’s knack for the dramatic was made evident with a golden goal in December, 2018
against the Monterrey Flash at Arena Monterrey, helping the Sockers to finish with a perfect 12-0
road record and the league’s top record at 23-1. In three playoff matches, Cerda scored two goals
with an assist and six blocks as the Sockers advanced to the Western Conference Final. Selected
for Team Mexico in the 2019 WMF World Cup in Perth, Australia, Cerda helped power the
tournament’s top defense as Mexico went 7-0 to capture the World Cup. He repeated as a starter
with Team Mexico in the 2023 WMF World Cup in the United Arab Emirates. The Saltillo native
burst onto the PASL scene at age 19 in 2013-14 with 18-13=31 points in 16 games for the Rio Seco
football club. In his 203-match MASL career, Cerda has produced 86 goals and 101 assists (86-
101=187 points). 
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#31 Mitchell Cardenas-D
A trusted defender who is counted on to mark the top scorers in the league, Mitchell Cardenas, 34, is
the veteran safety blanket every goalkeeper wants on his side. Entering his sixth season with the
Sockers, Cardenas is expected to play over 30 minutes per match as the top on-ball defender, one of
the highest totals on the club, while not putting his team in bad situations with cheap fouls or blue
cards. His success is more reflected in team statistics than his own: in each of his five previous full
seasons with San Diego, the Sockers have finished in the top-3 for fewest goals allowed, twice going
under the 100-goal conceded mark. In 2024-25, Cardenas blocked 24 shots in 22 matches played,
adding two goals and three assists on offense. Importantly, he was whistled for only four blue cards all
season, leaving him available to man the back line of the San Diego penalty kill, which took the field a
league-leading 38 times, only conceding nine power-play goals (third-best kill percentage in MASL at
.763). In the summer of 2025, Cardenas was one of four Sockers who played for Bumpy Pitch FC at the
annual TST 7v7 tournament in North Carolina, taking home his share of the million-dollar first-place
prize. Mitchell posted consistently similar stats during the 2023-24 season, with 32 blocked shots, five
points on offense (one goal, four assists) and only four cards for the year (three blue, one yellow). In
2022-23, Mitchell blocked 21 shots while adding a Sockers personal best (3-8=11) points on offense.
Drawing into all 24 regular season matches in 2021-22, Cardenas contributed (1-9=10) points and 21
blocked shots to the cause. In seven playoff matches, Cardenas led the Sockers in blocks with 18. A
newcomer to the San Diego Sockers in 2021, Cardenas started all ten regular season and seven
postseason matches for the Sockers, delivering nine shot blocks in both segments of the campaign,
while adding a regular season goal and postseason assist. Cardenas played in Texas the past two MASL
seasons, competing for the Mesquite Outlaws in 2019-20, and the Rio Grande Valley Barracudas in
2018-19. Exhibiting an offensive touch from the back line, Cardenas has netted 24 goals and 40 assists
(24-40=64 points) in 141 career MASL matches. His best season came with RGV in 2018-19, when
Cardenas accrued (10-9=19) points in 22 matches. In addition, Cardenas blocked 63 shots from 2018-
20, including a career-high 34 with Mesquite in 2019-20. Mitchell playing for the Sockers extends a
family tradition; his father Alejandro played for Sockers II from 2001-2003. 

#37 Kraig Chiles-F
A six-time champion, three-time league MVP, three-time Finals MVP and the all-time leading scorer in
franchise history, Kraig Chiles is a name forever to be associated with the success of the San Diego
Sockers. Entering his 17th and final season as an active player, and 12th in the MASL, Chiles, 41, will begin
a transition toward coaching in the 2025-26 campaign, limiting his on-field contributions to mostly set
pieces and power plays. He enters his final season as an active player with his name all over the league
record books, ranking third all-time in goals (302) and fourth all-time in points (464). He also ranks
fourth all-time in MASL shots taken (979), and with 162 MASL assists is two assists away from moving
into the top six in that category as well. Going back to the start of his indoor career in the Professional
Arena Soccer League (PASL), the precursor to the MASL, Chiles has totaled 505 goals and 743 career
points scored. He has added 44 goals in 46 career MASL playoff matches, including the 2022 Ron
Newman Cup Finals MVP, when he scored nine goals in seven matches including the Finals-winning
score in Game Two against Florida. Chiles twice won Finals MVP in the PASL, in 2011 and 2012. 

Consistency and accuracy are hallmarks of Kraig Chiles’ career. The forward has netted 20+ goals in
fifteen consecutive full seasons (excluding the 2021 COVID MASL season, which only lasted ten
matches), including (24-8=32) points in 21 regular season matches during the 2024-25 campaign.
Chiles added three goals and two assists in the Ron Newman Cup Playoffs, helping lead the Sockers to
the Finals against Chihuahua. In 2023-24, Chiles continued a later-career string of success with his
third straight 40+ point season, netting (24-26=40) points in 21 matches played, and six playoff goals in
six matches. Aging like a fine wine, the 39-year-old again led San Diego in scoring during the 2022-23
season, netting (21-20=41) points. The captain turned it on in the playoffs as he has throughout his
career, leading the Sockers with eight goals and eleven points. Chiles “got his groove back” in 2021-22,
adjusting perfectly to a role in which his overall playing time was reduced, but his offensive prowess
and efficiency only rose. Chiles led the club in points-per-match at 2.3, scoring 22 goals with 19 assists
(22-19=41 points) in just 18 matches. In the playoffs, Chiles led all scorers with nine goals and 14 points in
seven matches, earning Ron Newman Cup playoff MVP. Chiles scored the match-winning goal in
Match Two of the Ron Newman Cup Finals, as his long volley from beyond the yellow line gave the
Sockers a 4-3 lead they would not relinquish. Along the way in 2021-22, Chiles scored his 600th career
point between the PASL and MASL. Proving that it’s not how you start, but how you finish, Chiles was
limited to a career-low four games in the 2021 regular season, scoring four goals with two assists. In the
Ron Newman Cup playoffs, Chiles netted three goals and two assists in six playoff games, but
connected on the most important score of all, setting up Cesar Cerda’s championship-winning goal
against Ontario in the Ron Newman Cup Finals. The 2019-20 MASL season being cut short by the COVID
pandemic ended some notable scoring streaks for Chiles. While he still led the team in goals and
scoring (22-11=33 points in 19 matches), Chiles’ ten-season streak of 28 or more goals scored came to
an end. A first-team all-MASL selection in 2016-17, Chiles finished with 39 goals (4th in the MASL), and 12
assists for 51 points (4th). In 2016-17, he surpassed Sockers legend Branko Segota (298) as the all-time
goal-scoring leader. In 2012-13 Chiles set new PASL records for goals (56) and points (72). Kraig was a
starting forward for the U.S. Futsal National Team and is a star forward for the US National Indoor Team,
which competed in the 2019 WMF World Cup in Perth, Australia. A San Diego native, the Poway High,
and San Diego State University graduate started 59 straight games at SDSU and tallied 22 goals in three
seasons from 2006-2008. He was drafted out of college by Chivas USA of MLS, playing one season with
Chivas. Kraig, 41, and his wife Stacy have twin boys Brady & Austin and daughter Peyton. Kraig is the
Director of Coaching for the San Diego Sockers Youth Club, covering most of North County San Diego.
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#69 Luis “Peewee” Ortega-D
One of the hidden heroes of the San Diego Sockers, Luis “Peewee” Ortega is one of the club’s most
relied-upon clutch defenders and dirty-work guys. Recovering from a second career Achilles’
tendon surgery, Ortega is unlikely to play in 2025-26 but continues to rehab in hopes of a return to
the field soon. “Peewee” suffered the injury during the Ron Newman Cup Finals in 2025, bringing
an end to a season in which he was held to nine regular-season games due to other physical
concerns. Nonetheless, Ortega contributed four goals and three assists to the regular season,
then added two more assists and four blocked shots in three playoff matches. The previous three
seasons were the healthiest of “Peewee’s” career, as he suited up for sixty total appearances
between 2021-24. In 2023-24, Ortega blocked a career-best 27 shots in 20 matches, adding two
goals and two assists. 2022-23 was one of the healthiest seasons of Ortega’s career, appearing in
21 matches. Able to slide from defender to midfield as the need demanded, Peewee scored one
goal with four assists on the season, adding in 12 blocked shots. uis returned to the floor in 2021-22
after missing the entire previous season with an Achilles’ tendon injury. A defender with toughness
that belies his stature, “Peewee” netted a goal with three assists during 19 regular season
matches, adding a goal in seven playoff appearances. In 2019-20, Ortega scored (6-7=13) points in
17 matches, and finished second on the club with 21 blocked shots. In 21 regular-season
appearances during the 2018-19 season, “Peewee” showed his scoring talent from the back line,
leading San Diego defenders with 10 goals (10-5=15 points). Ortega was selected to play for Team
Mexico in the WMF World Cup in both 2019 and 2023, and helped lead the 2019 club to a perfect 7-
0 record and a World Cup title, scoring four goals in the tournament. In ten MASL seasons with
Chicago and San Diego, Ortega has netted (40-57=97) points in 156 games played. His top year
came in 2013-14 with the PASL Chicago Mustangs, scoring 18-13=31 points. The 33-year-old
defender is a Chicago, Illinois native. had a prolific season with 2022-23 with Dallas, when he
played 22 matches, scored (5-5=10) points and blocked 26 shots. 

#77 Nick Perera-F
One of the greatest scorers in MASL history, 39-year-old Nick Perera has returned home to the San
Diego Sockers for his third tour of duty, signing a one-year contract prior to the 2025-26 MASL
season. Raised in San Diego--where his family and wife’s family also lives--Perera, 39, begins his
17th year of professional indoor soccer and his third tour of duty with the Sockers. He has featured
in all eleven previous MASL seasons and ranks as the league’s all-time assists leader, with 243.
Perera is a two-time MASL MVP, winning the award in 2018-19 with a (38-41=80) point season, and
again in 2022-23 when he recorded a (33-37=70) point campaign. He is one of only five players in
MASL history with over 400 points (240 goals, 243 assists, 483 points) and is in line to become the
third MASL player to go over the 500-point career mark with 17+ points in 2025-26. Emerging from
the San Diego Fusion professional indoor program, Perera joined the PASL San Diego Sockers as a
rookie in 2010-11, helping the club win their second PASL North American Championship, including
a goal scored in the league final. Perera moved on from there to join the MISL Milwaukee Wave
from 2011-14, winning a championship with the Wave in 2011-12. After the MISL/PASL merger in
2014, Perera joined the San Diego Sockers for two seasons, scoring 40 goals with 36 assists over 36
matches played. After a lone season with the Ontario Fury in 2016-17, Perera played briefly for the
Syracuse Silver Knights in 2017-18 before moving to Tacoma, where he would perform for the next
eight seasons. In addition to being the star forward of the club, Perera also served as Tacoma Stars
head coach from 2018-21. While in the Pacific Northwest, Perera also spent a season as the general
manager of OL Reign in the National Women’s Soccer League (NWSL) in 2022-23, during which
the Reign captured the NWSL Shield for the league’s top regular season record. Perera is a
decorated member of the U.S. Beach Soccer Men’s National Team, serving as the club’s captain
starting in 2014. He appeared in the FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup in 2013, 2019 and 2021. He was
selected to play in the 2024 World Cup but had to withdraw due to injury. Perera is the all-time
leader for U.S. Beach Soccer in goals with 114, and ranks third all-time in appearances with 94. 
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#80 Luiz Morales-F
One of the rising young talents in the MASL, attacking midfielder Luiz Morales is now a huge
part of the Sockers’ present and future, agreeing to a five-year contract extension which will
keep him in San Diego through the 2029-30 season. Morales, who turned 26 in October, came
to the Sockers prior to the 2024-25 season in a trade with the Texas Outlaws along with fellow
midfielder Sebastian Mendez. He made an immediate impression with seven goals in his first
three matches played, including the overtime game-winner against Utica City FC in the first-
ever home match at Frontwave Arena in Oceanside. For the 2024-25 season overall, Morales
finished with (18-5=23) points in 16 matches played, adding four goals in five playoff matches
to help the Sockers to the Ron Newman Cup Finals. In 66 career appearances over four
seasons, Morales has netted 89 goals with 30 assists for 119 career points. Luiz was named
MASL Newcomer of the Year after his rookie season with the Dallas Sidekicks, in which he
scored 22 goals in 17 matches. Morales’ career-high for goals is 26, set in the 2023-24 season
with the Texas Outlaws. He is a standing member of the U.S. Futsal Men’s National Team, and
also appeared in the 2024-25 Kings League for Team USA in the KWC Nations competition,
scoring five goals with an assist in three matches. 



#64 Nathaniel Linquist-GK
Linquist, 27, was born and raised in Uganda, attending high school in Kenya before moving to
the United States with his family at age 18, settling in San Jose, California. The 6’2” goalkeeper
played college soccer at Azuza Pacific University, compiling a 13-0-1 record with a 0.66 goals-
against average and three clean sheets. He has previously played professionally outdoors with
the Southern California Seahorses and Charlotte Eagles of USL League Two. In addition,
Linquist is the CEO of Elysian Fitness, an online fitness coaching platform. He also operates
MUNGU Academy, a non-profit working to benefit Ugandan soccer youth

Matthew Hurlow-D
Hurlow, 31, is an Escondido native who will bring size to the back line with his 6’3”, 190 pound
frame. At Escondido High School, Hurlow was a two-time First Team All-Avocado League East
selection. Hurlow went on to Chico State University, where was a four-year starter and team
captain. He set the record for fastest goal scored in school history (eight seconds into the
match), and scored 27 goals in his college career. In 2018, Hurlow played for Phoenix Rising FC
of the USL Championship league, playing alongside Didier Drogba, Omar Bravo and Shaun
Wright-Philliips, scoring two goals in eight appearances. Hurlow has also been on trial
appearances with JK Narva in Estonia, and Boden FC in Sweden. The longtime forward is
converting to a defender indoors.

#33 Marcel Roknipour-M
Roknipour, 33, is a 6’2” forward with extensive outdoor club experience in the 2010s who is
restarting his 
pro career indoors. Born in Tehran, Iran, Roknipour played for the Iranian Youth National Team
from U14 through U17, also playing first division football in Costa Rica for Deportivo Saprissa
and Belén FC. In the United States, Roknipour played three seasons with Orange County SC of
USL Championship, recording a goal and an assist over sixteen appearances, as well as a goal
in his lone playoff appearance. Going by the familiar name of “Marcel”, Roknipour is also an
accomplished musician whose work can be seen on his Instagram account: @marcelrokni
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#91 Jesus Pacheco-M
Speedy midfielder Jesus Pacheco is back in Southern California, coming to the Sockers via a
three-year MASL free agent deal which will keep him in San Diego through the 2027-28
campaign. Pacheco, 25, is coming off his best season in the MASL, starting 23 games for the
Baltimore Blast and netting a career-high 16 goals with 12 assists (16-12=28 points). Both goals
and assists were career-bests for Pacheco, as well as a total of four game-winning goals and
sixteen blocked shots. 2024-25 completed a two-year run in Baltimore for Pacheco in which
he totaled 24 goals and 41 points. Previously, the Sockers saw Pacheco regularly as a young
player coming up with the Ontario Fury/Empire Strykers, where he performed from 2019-23.
He appeared in a career-high 24 matches for the Strykers in 2022-23, scoring his previous
best with 14 goals and 19 points. In his 121-match MASL career, Pacheco has totals of (53-
36=89) points, 74 fouls and 58 blocked shots. A native of Northridge, California, Pacheco came
up playing outdoor through Real So Cal Academy, where he was trained and coached by
former Fury and USMNT player Jermaine Jones. He signed with the Fury at age 19. 
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The San Diego Sockers are the proud caretakers of the greatest legacy in our city’s sporting
history. The winners of sixteen professional indoor soccer championships, the Sockers’
pedigree of excellence spans from a 1978 debut in the NASL through the MISL, MSL, PASL, and
now the Major Arena Soccer League (MASL). 

Great players and big personalities have marked the Sockers’ franchise history. Legends from
the 1980s, such as Juli Veee and Brian Quinn, remain household names in San Diego decades
later. U.S. Soccer captain Landon Donovan played for the Sockers in 2018-19. Current stars
such as club all-time goal scorer Kraig Chiles, Boris Pardo, Tavoy Morgan, Cesar Cerda, and
Gabriel Costa continue the legacy of superstar talent. 

The Sockers captured ten championships in eleven years during the ‘80s and ‘90s and four
straight from 2009-12. From 2011-2013, the club set the United States professional team
sports record with 48 consecutive wins, a record that still stands today. In 2022, the Sockers
won back-to-back Major Arena Soccer League championships, adding their sixteenth star to
a constellation of success. Heading into a new arena in 2023, the Sockers are well-positioned
to remain at the forefront of their sport, on and off the field.

9 CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS
2021-22 MASL Western, Salvagio
1990-91 MISL Western, Newman
1989-90 MISL Western, Newman
1988-89 MISL Western, Newman
1987-88 MISL Western, Newman
1985-86 MISL Western, Newman
1984-85 MISL Western, Newman
1982-83 MISL Western, Newman
1981-82 NASL National, Newman
Key: Year, League, Coach

18 INDOOR DIVISION CHAMPIONSHIPS
2023-24 MASL Western, Salvagio
2021-22 MASL Western, Salvagio
2018-19 MASL Pacific, Salvagio
2017-18 MASL Pacific, Salvagio
2016-17 MASL Pacific, Salvagio
2012-13 PASL Western, Salvagio
2011-12 PASL Western, Salvagio
2010-11 PASL-PRO Western. Salvagio
2009-10 PASL-PRO Western, Salvagio
2001 WISL Regular Season, Quinn
1996 CISL Western, Quinn
1991-92 MISL Regular Season, Newman
1990-91 MISL Western, Newman
1987-88 MISL Western, Newman
1985-86 MISL Western, Newman
1984-85 MISL Western, Newman
1982-83 MISL Western, Newman
1981-82 NASL Western, Newman

VIEW CHAMPIONSHIPS 

https://www.sdsockers.com/championships
https://www.sdsockers.com/championships


RON NEWMAN
Newman became the coach of the Sockers for the 1980 NASL outdoor season. During his
tenure, the Sockers won 10 championships including NASL indoor titles in 1981-82 and 1983-84,
and MISL titles in 1982-83 and seven of the next eight seasons, missing out only in 1986-87. He
leads the team in career wins and championships.

22- JULI VEEE
Veee scored 367 goals and recorded 337 assists in his 430-game career with the Los Angeles
Aztecs, San Jose Earthquakes, San Diego Sockers, New York Arrows and Las Vegas Americans.
He began playing during the 1975 season and last took the pitch during the 1987 campaign.

15- JEAN WILLRICH
Willrich scored 211 goals and recorded 276 assists in his 507-game career with the San Diego
Sockers and Wichita Wings. He began playing during the 1978 season and last took the pitch
during the 1988 campaign.

14- BRIAN QUINN
Quinn scored 148 goals and recorded 246 assists in his 410-game career with the Montreal
Manic, Los Angeles Aztecs and San Diego Sockers. He played from 1981- 1991. He was also the
coach of the team in the mid-2000s.

12- KEVIN CROW
Crow scored 88 goals and recorded 100 assists in his 485-game career with the San Diego
Sockers. He began playing during the 1983 season and last took the pitch during the 1996
campaign.

10- KAZ DEYNA
Deyna scored 162 goals and recorded 155 assists in his 259-game career with the San Diego
Sockers. He began playing during the 1981 season and last took the pitch during the 1986
campaign.

3 - PAUL WRIGHT
Wright scored 435 goals and recorded 421 assists in his 603-game career with the Sockers,
Cleveland Crunch, Milwaukee Wave, Baltimore Spirit, Wichita Wings, Sacramento Knights,
Baltimore Blast, Anaheim Bolts, and outdoors in the MLS with Kansas City. He began playing
during the 1988 season and last took the pitch during the 2012 campaign.

1- ZOLTAN TOTH
Toth joined the NASL Sockers in 1984 from the MISL New York Arrows. He remained with the
Sockers through the 1989-1990 season. He was part of seven championships and was
selected as the MISL Goalkeeper of the Decade for the 1980s. He holds the league record for
wins and goals-against average.
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https://www.sdsockers.com/stats#/player/117485/bio
https://www.sdsockers.com/championships
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The San Diego Sockers congratulate one of the greatest to ever put on their uniform,
defender Kevin Crow, for his election to the National Soccer Hall of Fame. Elected on the
Veteran Ballot, Crow will enter the National Soccer Hall of Fame in Frisco, Texas, in a
ceremony set for May 1, 2026.

A two-time collegiate All-American at San Diego State, Kevin Crow spent his entire 14-year
professional soccer career with the San Diego Sockers, performing both outdoors and
indoors while the club was part of the North American Soccer League (NASL). He won eight
championships indoors with the Sockers, claiming the final NASL indoor title in 1984, before
starring for the MISL side that won seven championships in eight years from 1985-92. During
that time span, Crow was named MISL Defender of the Year five times, and to the All-MISL
First Team six times. By the time Crow retired after the 1996 CISL season, he had totaled 83
goals and 93 assists in 433 indoor matches, adding 26 goals and 33 assists in 118 playoff
contests.

“We couldn’t be happier or prouder as an organization to see Kevin Crow take his rightful
spot in the National Soccer Hall of Fame,” said Sockers owner and head coach Phil Salvagio, “I
had the pleasure of playing with Kevin toward the end of his career and know the outstanding
player and person. We are thrilled to celebrate his election.”
Crow has had his number 12 long-retired by the Sockers organization decades ago, and the
club will celebrate his election to the NSHOF at a to-be-determined home match during the
2025-26 season.

In addition to his outstanding indoor career, Kevin Crow made 12 appearances for the U.S.
Men’s National Team, and played in the 1984 and 1988 Summer Olympic Games. Now serving
as the technical director for the Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer Club, the 64-year-old
Crow has returned to Sockers alumni nights the past two seasons.

VIEW KEVIN CROW STATISTICS

VIEW NATIONAL SOCCER HALL OF FAME

https://www.statscrew.com/soccer/stats/p-crowkev001
https://www.nationalsoccerhof.com/news/2025/11/national-soccer-hall-of-fame-names-2026-class.html
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Milwaukee Wave
UW-Milwaukee Panther Arena

200' x 85'
1984-85

Baltimore Blast
SECU Arena

150' x 85'
1992-93

San Diego Sockers
Frontwave Arena 200' x 85'

2009-10

Kansas City Comets
Cable Dahmer Arena

200' x 85'
2010-11

Utica City FC 
Founded as Syracuse Silver Knights)

Adirondack Bank Center
195'x85'
2011-12

Empire Strykers 
Toyota Arena

200' x 85'
2013-14

St. Louis Ambush
The Family Arena

200' x 85'
2013-14

Tacoma Stars
accesso ShoWare Center

200' x 80'
2010-11

KEY
Team
Venue

Field Dimensions
Year Founded

VISIT MASLSOCCER.COM

The Major Arena Soccer League represents the highest level of professional indoor soccer in
the world. The MASL features teams across North America, with teams playing coast-to-
coast in the United States and Mexico, and players from over 50 countries. The MASL is
currently incorporated as a 501(c)6 not-for-profit corporation formed to promote the

business and sport of indoor soccer.

https://www.milwaukeewave.com/
http://www.baltimoreblast.com/
http://www.sdsockers.com/
https://www.kccomets.com/
http://www.uticacityfc.com/
http://www.uticacityfc.com/
https://www.theempirestrykers.com/
https://www.theempirestrykers.com/
https://www.stlambush.com/
http://www.tacomastars.com/
http://www.maslsoccer.com/
https://www.maslsoccer.com/
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VISIT MASLSOCCER.COM

The Major Arena Soccer League is proud to be returning to CBS Sports Golazo Network for select games
throughout the 2025-26 season.

CBS Sports Golazo Network, the 24-hour soccer streaming network, is scheduled to exclusively carry 18
games.
CBS Sports Golazo Network is available free on connected TVs, mobile devices and desktop, including
through the CBS Sports app, Pluto TV, The Roku Channel, on CBSSports.com, as well as on Paramount+. The
Network brings fans action from top domestic and international leagues across the men's and women's
game.

The MASL first appeared on CBS Sports Golazo Network on Sunday, March 17, 2024 when the Empire Strykers
hosted in-state rivals, the San Diego Sockers. The partnership continued throughout the remainder of the
2023-24 season, including an exciting English-language broadcast of the 2024 MASL Ron Newman Cup
Finals live from Chihuahua, Mexico.

The current MASL schedule on CBS Sports Golazo Network is as follows; changes may apply. All Times PT
Friday, November 28, 2025 3:05 PM,Kansas City St. Louis
Friday, November 28, 2025 7:30 PM, Empire v San Diego

Friday, December 12, 2025 5:05 PM, Milwaukee v Kansas City
Friday, December 12, 2025 7:05 PM, San Diego v Empire

Friday, December 19, 2025 4:35 PM, Baltimore v Milwaukee
Friday, December 19, 2025 7:05 PM, St. Louis v Empire

Tuesday, December 30, 2025 7:00 PM, Tacoma v San Diego
Wednesday, December 31, 2025 1:05 PM, Kansas City v St. Louis

Friday, January 16, 2026 5:05 PM, Empire v St. Louis
Monday, January 19, 2026 12:00 PM, Baltimore v Utica

Friday, January 30, 2026 5:05 PM, Empire v Kansas City
Monday, February 16, 2026 6:35 PM, Milwaukee v Empire
Friday, February 27, 2026 7:30 PM, Tacoma v San Diego
Friday, February 27, 2026 5:05 PM, Baltimore v St. Louis

Friday, March 6, 2026 4:30 PM, Utica v Baltimore
Friday, March 6, 2026 7:05 PM, Kansas City Tacoma
Friday, March 20, 2026 4:35 PM, Utica v Milwaukee

Friday, March 27, 2026 5:05 PM, San Diego v Kansas City



The Major Arena Soccer League has announced the 2026 Ron Newman Cup Playoff format. The season,
consisting of eight teams in a single table, kicks off Friday, November 28, 2025, with the final regular season game
on Sunday, March 29, 2026.
The top six teams in the table will qualify for the 2026 Ron Newman Cup Playoffs. The top two teams will each
receive a first-round bye.

Playoff Format
Top six teams will qualify for the 2026 MASL playoffs based upon total points at the conclusion of the 2025-26
MASL regular season.
Teams will be seeded 1-6 based upon total points and will continue to have that seed throughout the
quarterfinals, semifinals and finals.
Quarterfinals 
Each quarterfinal and semifinal series will play a home and home series with a third game played as a knockout
game if tied one win each at the end of the second game.
#4 Seed v #5 Seed
#3 Seed v #6 Seed
Semifinals
#1 Seed vs Winner #4 v #5
#2 Seed vs Winner #3 vs #6

MASL Ron Newman Cup Championship Series
This will be a best of three series with the two winning Semifinal teams. Once qualified, the teams will decide with
the league office on a full Game 3 (if needed) based on available arena dates. If the dates are not available and
teams do not agree, the series would then move to a Knockout game (Game 3) if tied in the series after Game 2,
to be determined prior to the start of the series.
MASL Shield
The MASL Shield will be awarded to the team with the highest total number of points during the 2025-26 MASL
Regular Season.

MASL Points System
Standings will be based on a 3-2-1 point system. A team winning in regulation time will receive three points in the
standings, while the losing team will receive none. For an overtime or shoot-out win, a team will be awarded two
points and a single point will go to the losing team.

The following points system and guidelines will be used to implement MASL tiebreakers for all ties involving two
or more teams:
The total number of points accumulated by a team will determine their ranking in the standings. Should teams be
tied at the end of the regular season, the following tiebreakers will determine the order of finish:
1. Wins in regulation time
2. Total number of wins
3. Head to Head results
4. Goal differential
5. Goals scored
6. Goals allowed
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VISIT FRONTWAVE ARENA

Frontwave Arena is ushering in a new era of entertainment in Southern California.
Anchored by the spirit of entertainment, competition and community engagement,
Frontwave Arena promises to be a versatile venue that caters to a wide range of events. 

Located in Oceanside, California, the 7,500-capacity arena will showcase the best and
brightest names in music of all genres, headline comedy, family shows, and community
events. In addition to 16-time champion San Diego Sockers and the NBA G-League San
Diego Clippers, the venue will host a growing roster of sports teams, tournaments, and
athletic events. Frontwave Arena sets new standards for premium fan experiences with
local craft food concessions, bars, premium seating, and an outdoor plaza area, along
with 16 luxury suites, VIP viewing decks, exclusive lounges, and an open-air patio. The
expansive outdoor plaza will host performances, activities, and more, making Frontwave
Arena the gateway to world-class sports and entertainment in North County San Diego! 

         

https://www.frontwavearena.com/
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VISIT FRONTWAVE ARENA

FAQs

DIRECTIONS

PARKING

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

H O M E  O F  T H E  S O C K E R S ,  C L I P P E R S ,  S T R I K E  F O R C E  &  B O M B E R SH O M E  O F  T H E  S O C K E R S ,  C L I P P E R S ,  S T R I K E  F O R C E  &  B O M B E R S

https://sdstrikeforce.com/
https://sandiego.gleague.nba.com/
https://www.frontwavearena.com/
https://www.frontwavearena.com/plan-your-visit/faqs
https://www.frontwavearena.com/plan-your-visit/directions-and-parking
https://www.frontwavearena.com/plan-your-visit/parking-1
https://www.frontwavearena.com/plan-your-visit/know-before-you-go

