
2026 Candidate
Questionnaire Results

District of West Vancouver

Election Day: October 17th
Advanced Voting:  October 7, 10, 12

election.westvancouver.ca



2026 Candidate
Questionnaire Results

Background:

With upcoming renovations to Karen Magnussen Arena that
may disrupt league operations, and given the current
waitlist of youth and adults looking to join the League, the
board of the NSIHL has been working to advocate for
preserving and expanding inline capacity on the North
Shore. This includes a petition that has been circulated to
members, as well as  information gathering and relationship
building with municipal candidates in the 2026 Local
General Election. This package contains the results from a
questionnaire sent out to all candidates on September 29.
Some responses have been edited for space. A link to the
full set of responses will also be given.

This package will start by showing summary charts.
Candidates who did not respond to the questionnaire will
not be included. Longer answers, including the “other”
selections, will be at the end of this package.





Do you have ideas or suggestions of where a new dry floor facility
could be built in your community?



Please describe any connections you may have to the North Shore
Inline Hockey League, or Inline hockey in general



Do you have anything else you would like to share
with League members? 



Responses to “Other” Options
How would you support paying for expansions or developments of

dry-floor space on the North Shore?

Earl Babich: There is money in legacy funds throughout Canada as well as
contingency funds in all levels of government to pay for the construction of great
assets

Alexis Chicone: I believe funding for new recreation facilities should be considered
as part of broader community and regional planning, rather than relying on any
single funding source. Before committing public funds or reallocating existing
resources, we need to understand the demonstrated demand, opportunities for
multipurpose facilities, capital and ongoing operating costs, and the needs of other
recreation users across the North Shore. Tax increases or higher user fees should be
considered in the context of those broader financial implications, including
affordability and accessibility. The objective should be a financially sustainable
approach that expands recreation opportunities without losing sight of other
municipal priorities.

Sherry Keane: I would support a blended funding approach that first looks at existing
municipal resources, senior-government grants, development-related amenity
contributions, community fundraising and appropriate partnerships before placing
additional costs on taxpayers or recreation users

Melinda Slater: Regional cost-sharing among the municipalities, user groups and
other beneficiaries should also be considered. Any proposal should disclose its full
capital, operating and renewal costs and include a sustainable funding plan.

Ben Hunter: User fees discourage use. Dev charges make housing expensive for
young people.



What actions would you take to support dry floor expansion on the
North Shore?

Responses to “Other” Options

Jack O’Flynn: I would support a new/ or "renewed" ice arena in West Van that could be dry
floor for a time each year.

Earl Babich:  Langley Arenas is the new model for West Vancouver constructed in three
years.

Alexis Chicone: I would look at dry-floor recreation as part of broader, long-term recreation
planning across the North Shore. That includes examining opportunities for flexible,
multipurpose space when existing facilities are renewed or new ones are developed, as well
as potential partnerships between municipalities, community organizations and private
partners. Any expansion should be informed by demonstrated demand across different
sports, available land, capital and operating costs, and opportunities for senior
government funding. Where new development creates additional demand, appropriate
developer contributions should also be considered. I would want to understand the needs
of all recreation users before committing municipal land or financial resources to a
particular project.

Sherry Keane:  I support expanding access to dry-floor recreation space, particularly when
facilities can serve multiple sports and age groups. I would prioritize incorporating flexible
dry-floor space into future recreation-centre planning, pursuing senior-government
funding and exploring appropriate partnerships.

Melinda Slater: Undertake a North Shore-wide assessment of demonstrated demand,
existing seasonal and underused space, possible retrofits, specialized flooring
requirements, transportation access, effects on existing users, and full capital and
operating costs. Dry-floor capacity should also be considered when recreation facilities are
renewed or redeveloped.

Sylvia Olson: I would support adding more dry floor space into future rec centre
redevelopments, I would support reviewing existing facilities and underused spaces for
opportunities to accommodate more dry-floor recreation, working with the league and
neighbouring municipalities on shared solutions. I would also support seeking grants and
partnerships, with any expansion assessed for construction costs, ongoing maintenance
and affordability for residents.

Ben Hunter: Much parking space on the North Shore would be better used for recreation.
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