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TriCity Ii‘ﬁ-Line Hockey League

founder says 1tst1me to leave

By Denise T. Ward =
COMMUNITY SPORTS WRITER

CEANSIDE — Blue
Gomez has watched the
# Tri-City In-Line Hockey
League grow from six players
playing in an apartment com-
‘plex parking lot to more than
100 competing in a real rink.

He has watched numerous
players grow and develop in a
sport not common when he
moved here 14 years ago. And
he takes some gratification in
knowing he played a role in
that.

On Sept. 15, however,
Gomez will walk away from the
league he started in Vista.

“This league has been my
heart and soul for the past nine
years, and we have seen over
1,300 kids develop hockey, so-
cial and academic skills,” said
Gomez, a 1999 10 News Lead-

ership AwardrecipientT will

miss all the wonderful kids,
parents and families who
spend many hours making it
happen.”

* From the start, Gomez’s in-
tention was to teach the kids
more than how to play in-line
hockey. He wanted to let them
have fun, while also making
them quality citizens and help-
ing them suceceed academical-
Iy.

“1 firmly believed that I eould
make a difference in these.
kids’ lives,” said Gomez, 46.
“With the amount of distrac-
tions these kids have today, 1
saw how easy it was for kids to
be involved in negativity. I
wanted to give them some-
thing they could strive for, that
wasn't given to them and was-
n'timmediately gratifying.”

He said he's walking away
for a number of reasons, in-
cluding health problems,
league financial problems, low
enrollment, deteriorating facili-
ties, lack of volunteerism and
exhaustion, among others. He
also wants to spend more time
with his family.

“Many times I've sacrificed
my family for other people’s
families and other people’s
kids,” said the father of four,
who also has five grandchil-
dren.

" Gomez ‘;,ald”he battled with

the declsmn to stop last spring

but wasn't sure until aftera .

conversation with his sonupon =

high school graduation. The
conversation surrounded his
son either continuing in school

* or finding a job, and the son.

questioned why, after working
with other kids for so many
years, Gomez wanted to tell
him what to do now.

“That hit me,” Gomez said. “I
felt like I put so much pressure
on this kid. Our relationship
was built, not on a father-son
relationship, but as a player-
coach relationship. My son had
a lot of pressure over the years,
but he never said a word.”

Running the league was nev-
er about making money, said
Gomez, officially the league'’s
commissioner. In the begin-
ning, he didn’t charge players
anything but had to add a mini-

~mal-feerio cover costsof equip-

ment. He took $36,000 of his
own money to help build the
current playing rink at Mission
San Luis Rey in Oceanside, but
said more is needed.

Although he is stepping
down, the league is not folding.
A five-member board of direc-
tors handles the league.

“T'm leaving the organization
with people who I've been sur-
rounded by and who will take
the same philosophy and make
sure the kids come first,” said
Gomez, who will work with the

National Youth Sports Coach-

ing Association to certify in-
line hockey coaches.
Gomez will be replaced as

commissioner by Peter Ostner,

who has been active with the
league for some time. Incom-
ing board president Chris
Sathre said Gomez has done a
great job and deserves a
break.

“I think everyone is sad that
he's leaving,” Sathre said. “I've
known him personally and I
know the sacrifices he's made.
It's a hard job. There's no
doubt that the league would
not exist without the amount of
time he put into it.”

Denise T. Ward can be reached
at (619) 718-5304 or at
denise.ward@uniontrib.com

RO

"510323J|p Jo pieoq

Jlaquiswi-aAl} B Japun

SNUIFUOD J]IM YIIYM
‘anbeaj ayj uj pakeid.

2ARY SPIY OOE'L 18A0
shes zawog “Aay sinq

UES UOISSI 3B UL UMO

pled

s313e shejd mou anbea|

ayL “e3siA uf 3o bu

x9)dwod jusiijiede ue

Aeyooy sup
-uj A319-111 3y} pej.ess

ui anbea]




