
T ROLLER HOGKEY:
Tri-City League got too big
for apartrnent parhing lot
before heading for Vista
Boys&GirlsClub
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VISTA - Unlike their north-
ern brethren; Southern Califor;
nia kids can't exoerience the
joys ofskatingon frozen ponds.

T.hat hasn't prevented them
from taking to the game ofhock-
ey, however. All over the North
County, the roller hockey craze
is taking local youngsters by
storm.

In-Iine roller skates, hockey
sticks, helrnets, gloves and pads
are selling like hotcakes at local
sp orting goods outlets (Play It
Again Sports, for example, re- '
ported hockey equipment sales
have more than doubled in the
lastyear).

Parking lots during the week
become makeshift, ho-ckey rinks
onweekends. Kids who once
wore the colors oftheir favorite
baseballteams now don apparel
splattered with Mighty Ducks,

Barracudas, Bullfr ogs and
Gulls.

The roller hockey rush is on in
Escondido where youth leagues
have sprouted at the YMCA and
Ups and Downs roller rink. To
the west, the T?i City In-Line
Hockey League serves the
skate-crazy youngsters of Vista,
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Blades coach Pat Hill cortgtatulates one of his playels for scoring .i goal dur-
ing a recent game.

San Marcos, Carlsbad and
Oceanside.

Some might think roller
hockey isjust a fad destined to
go the way ofthe hula hoop. But
a visit to the Vista Boys and
Girls club, home ofthe Tri City
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much pressure on the kids. We
any Satruday between +.""r. ll.- iha frrnrtqrnanrqle:"e?cue' 
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f;::
tween two rival squirt clubs, the
goaltenders rushed to watch in-
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videotapes featur-

',ilt iheofiVi ers to
thusiastic.' Roger R{erson, a coach for
the squirt division All-Stars,
said his hockey experience is
"none. other than the couch."
That didn't stop him from get-
ting involved once his two sons

has
said.
their

skates. You look at baseball,
and there's not a lot going on.
Even soccer, a lot ofthe kids are
standing ardund. In this sport
somebo.dy's involved in the
game all the time."

Best of all, for pbrents who
don't have much time. the

.- games are short - usually lesis

Other kids got
ez bought r#g- i:ff*T"#:' ;"T"-r$"ffi,?re equiPment' for an hour."

Youth leagues aren't the only
places where roller hockey's
popularity has grown. Rollerpopularity has grown. Roller
Hockey International, the top
professional league, doubled in
size from 12 to 24 teams this

. season. The San Diego Barracu-
das are in their second season,

forind better roller bockey facili- and,club,owner Fred, comrie
fie$ at the vista Boy" u"d Gi"l. 11"_!ie q11-"i" Pl'ld "i 1*-
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