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SALMONBELLIES ALUMNI  

& FRIENDS NEWSLETTER 

Salmonbellies 2022:  
“A Mixture That Will Succeed” 

The world of lacrosse has changed dramatically since the Salmonbellies last 
played a regular season game, and it’s certain that there will be even more 
change between now and the first home game on June 2.  
   The most exciting change has been the addition of some exceptional talent, 
largely because of the last two Junior drafts. In 2021, we were happy to use 
our territorial protection to pick up local star Will Malcolm. Anyone who has 
been paying attention to the NLL will know how much of a difference Will is 
making for his team, the Panther City Lacrosse Club. In 17 games, he scored 
27 goals and amassed 81 total points, making him second on the team.        
   Perhaps even more impressive, he had 74 loose balls. If you were fortunate 
enough to have a glimpse of Will at play last summer during our exhibition 
series, you recognized how special a player he is. Amazingly, Will and older 
brother, Tony, never got a chance to play on the same teams growing up. 
Seeing the two of them together on the floor last summer was exciting, to say 
the least. They were dynamic, bringing that well-known Malcom family 
speed and agility to the game.  
   In this year’s draft, we were lucky to draw the first pick. We used it to 
acquire a very strong right hander, Haiden Dickson, who you may recognize 
from the Calgary Roughnecks roster. Haiden clearly has a thing for the 
number 12, because he played 12 games during the regular season and had 
12 goals and 12 assist to show for it.  
   The 2022 WLA draft was strategically valuable to the team because we 
were loaded with multiple important picks and GM Ray Porcellato used 
them in some key trades. In particular, he bolstered our defensive ranks by 
picking up Jordan Gilles and Liam McDonald. Gilles is a right handed 
defender from Richmond, BC and he plays for the NLL Colorado Mammoth. 
Liam McDonald is a left-hander attack man for McGill University who 
played his U-18 field lacrosse in New West.  
   Another key move has been the addition of star goaltender Zach Higgins, 
who transferred to us from the Brooklin Lacrosse Club. Higgins has been 
getting rave reviews from his coaches, teammates, and NLL analysts because 
of his quiet leadership approach to the game. He’s known as an exemplary 
athlete and careful preparer. Long time Salmonbellie (and Wings teammate) 
Kevin Crowley described Higgins as a key reason that Philadelphia made the 
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NLL playoffs this year.  
   There are still many variables left to determine before our final lineup is 
known. In every April and May, there are questions about who will be 
healthy and available, but this year there are a few extra unknowns. First, 
the US-based Premier Lacrosse League has asked their players to sign 
agreements stipulating that they will not play any summer lacrosse while on 
a PLL roster. We are still not sure whether this particular contract provision 
will be accepted by players, but it seems likely that it will have an impact on 
the availability of players. Here in New Westminster, there may be a small 
number of players who are affected, but some teams (especially those in the 
MSL) may be profoundly affected if the clause goes through. The MSL and 
WLA have been lobbying for a better approach, with help from a variety of 
others, including First Nations lacrosse organizations. And, while we have 
all become used to the idea that the WLA season overlaps the NLL playoffs, 
the impact in 2022 could be felt a little longer than usual. The NLL playoffs 
begin on May 6 and could go as long as seven weeks, which would mean 
that some teams are without key players well into June. In New 
Westminster’s case, we will likely see players from the Warriors, Rush and 
PCLC early on, but we still have players with teams who are battling for the 
NLL Cup (for example, Tony Malcom - Albany; Drew Belgrave - San Diego; 
Crowley and Higgins - Philadelphia; Gilles - Colorado; and Dickson- 
Calgary).  
   The good news is that with three years of draft picks to choose from, 
there’s no question that there are many individuals vying for spots on the 
team. It is a very good time to be adding talent. Our squad has been on the 
floor since mid-April running practises and assessing potential. GM Ray 
Porcellato is confident that we have a contending team, owing mostly to the 
fact that we have kept great contact with our players during the last three 
years. They can see that the team is focussed on winning and is willing to 
put together a lineup that has a true opportunity to do so.  
   These days, being a fan of summer lacrosse means paying close attention. 
So many dynamics are going on in the world of the game that change is the 
only constant. A few years ago, you will recall that many other teams made 
deadline-day trades in order to vie for the Mann Cup. The Bellies largely 
stood pat and that is looking like a very wise decision. Three years after 
those trades were made, the ground has shifted, but we have maintained a 
solid core.  
   Between our veterans and our newcomers, we believe we have a mixture 
that will succeed. There are few things more familiar in the lacrosse 
community than sharing our predictions and opinions, but that will be 
nearly impossible in 2022. It’s going to be an adventure, so buckle your 
seatbelt and join us as we watch the drama unfold. 
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Bellies Sign Stonehaus 
Realty to the team 
By Salmonbellies president Paul Horn 

The New Westminster Salmonbellies Senior A Lacrosse Club is proud to announce 
that it has entered into an exciting landmark partnership with Stonehaus Realty. 
The multi-year signature sponsorship deal will help the Salmonbellies at an 
important time, after two years without WLA Lacrosse. 
   “We couldn't be more excited to partner with Stonehaus,” said club president, 
Paul Horn. They are a dynamic and growing company. Their commitment to 
teamwork fits precisely with our values.” 
   The two organizations will jointly participate in marketing and explore 
additional ways to enhance the game day experience for the Salmonbellies and 
their fans. Salmonbellies’ fans will see a few immediate additions, including 
the Stonehaus Signature Suite, specific theme nights and the selection of Stonehaus 
Player of theWeek, who will be featured on social media and Salmonbellies.com. 
Stonehaus Realty’s leadership, Adam Lloyd and Sean Zubor, are aiming to help 
build on the rapidly growing popularity of lacrosse and saw New Westminster as 
the perfect place to do so.  
   Adam Lloyd, Stonehaus CEO, said, “We fell in love with the Salmonbellies long 
history and look forward to working with the franchise.” 
Bellies General Manager, Ray Porcellato, played a key role in bringing the parties 
together. “I know that both organizations are striving for excellence, so it’s a 
natural fit. We are aiming for the Mann Cup in 2022, so this sort of support comes 
at the perfect time.”
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31 Long Dry Years 

By JACK FULTON, JR. 
Salmonbellies Alumni & Friends Chair 

With Casey Cook as club president and Terry Blair as GM, 
Steve Manning and I coached the 1991 Salmonbellies, ably 
assisted by Greg Crawford. We had a solid team with 
several future hall of famers: Dave Durante, Ben Hieltjes, 
Geordie Dean, Andy Ogilivie, Eric Cowieson, Todd Lorenz 
and in goal Rick Mang, and Rod Banister. The strength of 
our team was defence and special teams. We had an 
excellent short man and power play and we were very 

Eric Cowieson hoists our 24th Mann Cup

Upcoming Events 
Feed The Fish 
May 19 join us online at 

salmonbellies.com as we intro the 
season and hot stove with Bellies 

legends.  

Online auction and 50/50 draw! 

Smoker!  
Get your tickets now for the annual 
Smoker Friday, June 24 at the Royal 

City Curling Club. 
Contact Norm Sturgess 604-522-9424 

or norm.1945@sahw.ca 

 Salmonbellies Alumni & 
Friends Golf Tournament 

and Dinner  
Saturday, September 17, 2022 

Poppy Estate  
Golf Course  

3834 248 St. 
Aldergrove 

1:00 pm shotgun start 
Book your 4-some now!  
Contact Jack Fulton, Sr. 

 604-521-8087 

http://salmonbellies.com
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strong defensively with players like Darrell Digby, Don McNeill, 
Scott Patterson, Paul Jones, and Brad Dickson. Rounding out our 
offence was Colin Sinclair, Robbie Dick, Jody Twa, and Paul Dal 
Monte. 
   Ben Hieltjes was a player at the peak of his powers. In his 6th 
season, he had missed 8 of 24 games in 1990, due to field lacrosse 
commitments, but was ready in 1991 to add another Mann Cup to the 
two his teams already had. On June 1 Ben notched the 500th point of 
his career. Dave Durante was out of the line up with a pulled 
hamstring until June 23, but in his first appearance he scored his 
700th career goal.  
   We won only 15 of 24 regular season games, but defeated Victoria 4 
games to 1 in the semi-finals and Coquitlam 4-3 in the finals. Mang 
was sensational in nets all season long, being named to the first all-
star team and winning the Leo Nicholson trophy.  
   We faced our old adversaries, the Redmen, in the Mann Cup. We 
won the first game 17-3 and the second 13-5. Brooklin led 8-6 after 
two periods of the third game, but we scored 6 last period goals to 
win 12-9. Geordie’s assist on a Scott Patterson goal made him the 
leading scorer in Mann Cup history at that point in time with 108 
points, one more than Peterborough’s Jim Johnston. A few seconds 
later Geordie fired a goal past the Redmen’s Brian Arnold. We won 
the fourth game 8-5 for our 24th Mann Cup.  
   Ben Hieltjes was the top scorer in the series with 7 goals and 16 
assists, and Geordie, with 4 goals and 16 assists, set Mann Cup 
records for most assists and most points and was awarded the Mike 
Kelly Memorial Trophy as the MVP.  
   There were 7 Salmonbellies with more points in the series than 
Brooklin’s best, Peter Parke, who had 3 goals and 3 assists. Dave 
Durante brought his illustrious 18-year WLA career to an end, having 
scored 609 goals and 900 assists for 1,509 points in 552 games, an 
average of 2.73 a game. 
   In the dressing room after the win, we sprayed champagne as the 
Rolling Stones blasted from the stereo system. Our 22 year old rookie, 
Colin Sinclair, who had a great series and led all goal scorers with 10 
said, “We dominated in the ‘60s and ‘70s and I think we’re going to 
do it again in the ‘90s.” Colin was not alone in assuming great things 
for the club, but 31 years later we are still looking for our 25th Mann 
Cup. 
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Bellie Islanders 
By CORRINE PERRIMAN 
Salmonbellies Alumni & Friends board member 

Kyle Couling was drafted in the first round in 1995 and played until traded to 
Victoria in 2003. He works for the City of Nanaimo, coaches his kids in Mini Tyke, 
and helps with the Nanaimo Timbermen. The highlight of his time with the ‘bellies 
was playing in the ’95 Mann Cup. He’s waiting for a hip replacement and hoping to 
improve his golf game.  

Brian Nikula played Jr. in New Westminster from 1983-86 and was a call up on the 
’86 Mann Cup winning team. Brian was a school principal for 20 years and moved 
to Parksville in 2000. He is currently an assistant coach with the Nanaimo 
Timbermen. 

Kyle Belton played Intermediate and Jr. with the ‘bellies from 2002-07. He moved 
to Vancouver Island in 2017 and currently lives in Qualicum Beach where he sells 
sports medicine and trauma surgery equipment. Through Fusion West Lacrosse he 
runs seasonal training and camps. His favourite memories of his time with the 
‘bellies are the battles on the floor and the laughs in the locker room. A highlight 
was playing the Minto Cup on the brand new wood floor at Queen’s Park. 

Rod Banister played goal for the Sr. Bellies from 1980-93. He moved to North 
Saanich in ’97 and moved to Bear Mountain in ’21. He has worked in higher 
education publishing for over 40 years and is currently a senior account manager. 
He coached the Hong Kong National Box team in 2019 at the World 
Championships in Langley and has coached at the Minor, Intermediate A, Junior A, 
and NLL levels over the past 25 years. The highlight of his time with the Bellies was 
winning the Mann Cup four times, “but when I look back it was really the 
friendships and camaraderie. Our first Mann Cup in ’81 was special as we had lost 
to Brampton in ’80. They came to Queens Park in ’81 and we blew them out in four 
straight. Wayne Goss broke the Mann Cup scoring record that year and was the 
series MVP in his final year of playing, so it was an incredible experience.”  

Jamie Floris played for the Sr. Bellies 2007-11 and moved to Nanaimo in 2021.He 
works at Vancouver Fire and Rescue and is currently coaching a 1-1/2 year old 
“one on one.” The highlight of his time with the Bellies is “the flying salmon in 
Poirier after an Adanacs Sweep!”  

Jack Fulton, Jr., played for the Jr. Bellies 1974-77 and Sr. A Bellies in ’79, Shamrocks 
in ’81, and Bellies again in ’83, and then blew out his knee, ending his playing days. 
Coached Jr. Bellies with Bob Salt ’83 thru ’85 and with Steve Manning 
1986-89. Coached Sr. Bellies with John Hannah and Steve Manning in 1990, then he 
and Manning coached ’91-93. The Fultons bought property on the island in 2000 
using it as a summer/weekend place until Jack retired in 2014. Now they spend 
April thru October on the island. After coaching, Jack served several years as a 
director of the Bellies and now serves as president of the alumni. He spend time 
now at the lacrosse box with his grandkids. The highlight of his time coaching is 
winning the Mann Cup in ’91: “I never thought we would be waiting 31 years for 
the next one.” 
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Lyle Robinson
February 14, 1959—August 24, 2021

Lyle played with the Sr. ’bellies from 1981 to 
1989. From 1986 to his retirement in 1989, he 
served as Assistant Captain. Lyle made 6 Mann 
Cup appearances in 9 seasons, with 3 wins in 
1981, 1986, and 1989. After his playing days 
ended, he was the head coach of the Jr. A 
’bellies, along with his old teammates Shawn 
Quinlan, Bob Johnson, and Geordie Dean. 

Corinne Perriman has been on the Sr. Bellies board from 2000 to the present, 
serving 3 years as president. She bought a beach house near Qualicum and 
moved there in October 2020, where she does some work for an international 
relocation company. She is still involved in lacrosse: BCLA Registrar for box, 
field, WLA, Jr. A, Jr. B1, & Sr. Women; Sr. Bellies board member; Jr. A game 
commissioner in New Westminster for 10+ years and now for Nanaimo; 
member of BCLA appeals committee; governor of Canadian Lacrosse Hall of 
Fame for 20 years until retirement; director since inception with the 
Salmonbellies Alumni & Friends. In addition, Corinne worked as admin. 
assistant with the Vancouver Stealth for their 5 years at the Langley Event 
Centre. The highlight of her time with the Bellies is “meeting so many 
wonderful people and developing some lifetime friendships.”  

Ross Angelucci played on the Jr. Salmonbellies for 4 years 1977-80, and 
with the Sr. Bellies for 5 seasons including on the 1986 Mann Cup team. 
He moved to Nanaimo and worked on the fire department for 28 years. 
Ross coached girls lacrosse for numerous years and helped to coach the 
Jr. B.C. girls team in Calgary and back east. 

Gone But Not Forgotten

Garrett Burnett
Garrett passed away at 46 on April 
11, 2022. He played for the Bellies in 
2016. 
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Shots From The Point Wherein we share our favourite Salmonbellies photos from the past.

Meet the 1934 Salmonbellies
In 1934, en route to Barrie, Ontario and the Mann Cup against the Orillia Terriers, the Salmonbellies’s 
CN train stopped at Hornepayne, in Ontario’s Algoma region. The team got out to stretch legs and 
team member Bill “Red” Fraser snapped this photo. We’ve been unable to identify everyone (Red 
didn’t include names in his photo album and so far we’ve been unable to find photo references), but we 
can put names to a few faces: Second from left is Squamish great Louie Lewis. Fifth from left in fedora 
is Alfie Davy, the first Bellie to score 100 points in a season: 81 goals and 19 assists. Davy has his arm 
on the shoulder of Squamish leader Andy Paull. Far right is Bellies stalwart Willis Patchell. Third from 
right is Gordon “Grumpy” Spring. To his right is Jack Wood. Sixth from right is Johnny Vernon. Wood 
and Vernon starred on the 1928 Canadian Olympic lacrosse team. Unfortunately, the 1934 Bellies lost 
to Orillia in the Mann Cup. 

The rest of the team: Bill Anderson, Les Davy, Stan Joseph, Wes McLeod, Nels Atkinson, Jack Davie, 
Henry Baker, Aub Tennent, and Sid Henry. 
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Number 13 Wayne Goss closing in on Toronto 
Shooting Stars’s goalie in 1972.

Salmonbellies greats Ed Downey and Bill Scuby in 
Montreal in 1942 on their way to the Mann Cup 
finals in Toronto against the Mimico-Brampton 
Combines.   

We’d love to hear from you!  
Drop us a line at goss13@shaw.ca

How the logo was done in 1934. Left: Willis Patchell. 
Right: Alfie Davy. Davy, by the way, still holds the records 
for most goals in a Mann Cup year (22), most goals in a 
Mann Cup game (12), and most points in a Mann Cup 
game (16). These records were set in 1934.  
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The 1959 Jr. ’bellies were 17-0-1 in regular season play, scoring 261 goals and allowing 
only 103. After defeating the Vancouver Lobbans 3 games to nil, the team faced the 
Brampton Excelsiors in the Minto Cup, but lost 4 games to 2. Mike Gates led the league 
in scoring with 33 goals and 27 assists. Merv Schweitzer was in goal for all 17 games. 
The 1959 Jr. Salmonbellies: Mike Gates, Bob Bateman, Keith Jackson, Dave Tory, Jack 
Henry, Charlie Saunders, Eric Branstrom, Ron Loftus, Gord Sherneck, Jake Frizzell, 
Kelvin Kyle, Bill Wilson, Barry Brownlee, Doug Wallsmith, Gord Stidolph, Stan 
Stewardson, Don Reid, Mickey Fenton, Clare Stoney, and Merv Schweitzer. 

Looking east on Columbia Street in New Westminster in 1959, 
the year the Sr. Salmonbellies won the Mann Cup and the Jr.’s 
won the league but lost to Brampton in the Minto. 
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Can you identify this Jr. 
Salmonbellie? He’s a member of 
the 1973 team. Email us at 
goss13@shaw.ca

mailto:goss13@shaw.ca

