
 

President's message: 
 
Welcome to the 2025-2026 ISHL Season. The off season brought some rule 
changes in the ever-changing Houston Hockey landscape. First, we thank 
Debbie Crabtree for stepping in on short notice and overseeing a league 
that was going through an identity crisis and not too many people 
wanting to volunteer their time. Without having a player in the league, 
President Crabtree navigated the league for 18 years and is now handing 
over a vibrant and energized high school hockey experience to a new 
Board. Under Debbie's watch, we saw 2 teams get crowned State Champions, 
she navigated through a pandemic, she increased Scholarships to 
approximately $20,000 annually and has created partnerships with many 
organizations throughout the Houston Community. She has seen games 
broadcast on the radio, witnessed 5 Teddy Bear Toss games and saw 
countless ISHL members give back to the community in various volunteer 
opportunities. Thank You Debbie! 
 

On the ice: 

We will have 12 teams this season as we welcome back a new branded team 

from San Antonio. We will run the same season schedule and playoff 

format as we did last season with some tentative additions. We will 

continue to try and schedule around "travel tournament weekends" and 

holidays. We will be adding a Select Program to benefit the higher 

skilled players while we continue to run the LEAD and JV Programs. We 

will attempt to have an end of season Senior Send Off game as well as an 

exhibition game involving the TCHC teams that are nearby. Stay tuned to 

the website for more information. 

Off the ice: 

The ISHL has a commitment to the life skills development of our young 

athletes. As a league we will be committed to a community service 

project called Wreath's Across America (details to follow). We will 

encourage individual teams to establish their own community service 

initiative as well; whether it be helping the Star Skaters or TimBits or 

volunteering for the Phoenix Cup or Hockey Day in Houston. These league 

partnerships will be a great foundation for the student athlete that is 

applying for one of the many ISHL Scholarships. We will also be looking 

to award two different internship opportunities' 1.) Media/Broadcast 

area for streaming and announcing our games. 2.) Marketing/Sales for 

soliciting corporate and individual sponsorships. 

Our league is meant to be competitive with an huge element of fun that 



comes from accountability, development, building relationships and 
giving back not just from winning. 
I look forward to a great season and am excited to continue to move the 
ISHL in a positive direction and lifelong memories for the players, 
coaches, parents and officials. 
 
Frank Prestigiovanni 
 

 


