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(est. 1993)

“We Make Mortgages ... Make Sense”
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Fiy 7~ FREE

exclusive to

Voucher for tickets requires mortgage to be funded tbrbugh a pa’rtiéipating Ontario Mortgage Action Centre office.
‘ Contact your nearest office for more details.

Disclaimer: The travel aspects of this program are the sole responsibility of Fly Free Canada™. The traveler is responsible for hotel at one of
49 handpicked 4 & 5 star resorts, paying the standard rates for only 5-10 nights. They will then receive 2 round-trip airline tickets
using only the major airlines. There are no registration fees, no blackout dates, and no catch! Kids under 12 stay for free.

Variable

Prime less 1.15%
for the 1st year.

o
CIMBL il ICCPH

Canadian Institute of Mortgage
Brokers and Lenders

“You don’t

pay us...
the banks

do!”

Low Rates

for 15 Year Terms

call for current rate

Your rate
is fixed
until
2019

sl

Western Ontario

CALL US FOR HONEST MORTGAGE ADVICE YOU CAN COUNT ON.

- Preapprovals
 Purchases

 Renewals/Transfers

- Refinances
 Apply by Phone
* Apply On Line

Call for details. Some conditions apply. O.A.C. *Rates subject to change without notice.

HEAD OFFICE

346 WONDERLAND RD. S.

432-0026

MASONVILLE MALL
1680 RICHMOND ST.

979 WELLINGTON RD. S.
(BEHIND PIER 1 IMPORTS)

649-6622

WESTMOUNT MALL
785 WONDERLAND RD. S.

471-4218

ARGYLE MALL
(REAR ENTRANCE)

4151-4226

WHITE OAKS MALL
1105 WELLINGTON RD. S:

649-2202

99 HORTON STREET
JUST WEST OF WHARNCLIFFE

432-0622

www.omac-mortgages.com

ST. THOMAS
ELGIN MALL

637-1850




M AY OR 'S L ETTER

On behalf of the City of London, it is my pleasure to extend
warm wishes and congratulations to the London Majors
Baseball Club, as it launches its new season under new
ownership in The Forest City. Downtown revitalization 1
has been a focal point in our community during the past
few years. Many features, including the refurbishment of
the Majors' home field at historic Labatt Park, along with
the openings of the John Labatt Centre, the new Central
ibrary and the debut of an interactive play area at the Forks
of the Thames, have attracted thousands of Londoners and
visitors to the heart of the city.

And, we anticipate many more exciting times in the
downtown district as the London Majors continue to
entertain us with high calibre baseball throughout the
summer season. We wish our hometown team great
success, as we celebrate the blending of London's notable
past with its vibrant future.

Congratulations and good luck London Majors!

Sincerely,
‘ <h A/\g/v( & 04 o

Anne Marie DeCicco
Mayor

Sales Representative )
1 Simon Says: “Ultimate Service Awaits You

Gl/'tllilyzl & Kris Kewley @L“U\WZI SII\/\!}%EJ@QQ&H?IA |
o 1

First Canadian Corp.
Member Broker

420 York Street

London, Ontario N6B 1R1
BUSINESS 519-673-3390 24 HR. PAGER
FAX: 519-673-6789

E-MAIL: simplesimon@Ilon.imag.net

St. Thomas Realty Ltd.
Member Broker

17-417 Wellington Street

St. Thomas, ON N5R 5J5

Business 519-633-5900

Fax 519-633-5075

Res 519-633-8694

E-mail kriskewley@c21stthomas.com
www.kriskewley.com

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated
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Majors Home Games

Day Date Team Time
Mon May 24 ‘ Stratford ‘ 7:00 pm
Thu May 27 ‘ Hamilton | 7:30 pm
Thu June3 | Stratford - 7:30 pm
Thu June 10 | Brantford 730 pm
Sun June 13 Barrie 1:00 pm
Thu - June 17 Guelph 7:30 pm
Tue . June 22 | Kitchener | 7:30 pm
Thu June 24 Brantford | 7:30 pm
Tue June 29 | Stratford | 7:30 pm
Thu | July 1, Toronto 5:00 pm
Thu | July 8, Hamilton | 7:30 pm
Thu - July 15 Brantford | 7:30 pm
Sun - July 18 Oshawa | 1:00 pm
Tue | July20 | Kitchener | 7:30 pm
Thu July 22 Guelph | 7:30 pm
Majors Away Games
Sat May 22 Brantford | 2:00 pm
Sun May 23 Stratford 7:00 pm
Sat May 29 Guelph 2:00 pm
Sun May 30 Hamilton 1:30 pm
Sat June 5 Brantford | 2:00 pm
Sun June 6 Toronto 1:00 pm
Sat June 12 | Oshawa 2:00 pm
Sat June 19 | Barrie 1:00 pm
Sat June 26 Guelph 7:45 pm
Sun ' June 27 | Kitchener | 7:00 pm
Sat - July 3 Stratford 7:30 pm
Sun | July 4 Hamilton | 1:30 pm
Fri | July 9 ' Brantford | 8:00 pm
Sat July 17 Stratford 7:30 pm
Sun | July 25 Kitchener | 7:00 pm

ALL DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
Please refer to www.londonmajors.com for current information.
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J _— PY ¢ Caring & sensitive assistance
. * Reasonably-priced burial and cremation options

arr‘s * On-site receptions

¢ Find peace of mind in your preplanning decisions
Funer om I ) I g

Family owned and operated since 1962

Richmond Street at St. James ¢ London
Steve Harris, Managing Director 433 - 7253

VELCUTS

See the world your way

» Charters, seat sales, web fares, & special Student Class Airfares™
» Rail & Bus passes
» All-inclusive packages
» Work Abroad programs (for students and non-students with SWAP)
to the UK, Ireland, & more!
» Luxury & budget tours
» Expert advice on destinations and travel plans -

685 Richmond St., Suite. 102 - 675-1005 -

www.travelcuts.com 6e 2

B T T T

Tico#1324998 [

$100 prior to taxes and surcharges. Coupons valid only at the Travel CUTS office on 685 Richmond Street, London.

*Only one coupon valid per person, per purchase. The $20 coupon is valid on international flights equaling or exceeding
Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Coupons expire September 30th, 2004. /

PDF
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A Brief History, by Jeffery Reed

For more than 150 years, baseball has been played at the forks of the Thames. Today's London Majors continue that tradition
with their involvement in the Intercounty Major Baseball League. The is the ballclub's 80th year of play - they entered the league
in 1925, and captured the championship during their charter season. The rest, as they say, is history.

"The moniker "Majors" is traced to 1944, when a group of Londoners, including Clare Van Horne (who would operate the team
for a decade before Frank Colman took charge) tagged the senior club with its current handle. But history bufts can research all
the way back to 1855, when the London Baseball Club played just north of where Victoria Park now rests. Of course, the
legendary Londen Tecumsehs amateur club began play in 1868; they were the forefathers of today's Majors. And in 1877, the
professional Tecumsehs - who wete also 1876 Canadian champs - beat the Pittsburgh Alleghenies to win Canada's first
major-league baseball championship.

Also that year, the pro Tecumsehs club moved to Tecumseh Park, today known as Labatt Park, a gift to the city of London from
the Labatt family. It remains a city landmark, and home of the Majors.

London ballclubs, amateur and professional, would form and disband, but baseball would continue to grip Londoners. Duting
the Second World War, the London Army Team won the Canadian Sandlot Congress title in 1943 and '4. In 1945, the team first
used the Majots name, in honor of Canada's fighting soldiers. The Majors continued a winning tradition, capturing the 1947

and '48 Congress championships.

Of course, the 1948 Majors captured the Wortld Sandlot championship. London beat Fort Wayne in a best-of-seven affair which
ended at Labatt Park in late September of that year. Tommy White of London, who would become a St. Thomas sporting
legend, won three games for that '48 team. His friend, hitting legend Russ Evon, was also a member of that squad. Other
members of that dream team help make up a Who's Who list of local baseball heroes: Stan "Gabby" Anderson; Tom Burgess;
Jack Fairs; Ken McFadden; and Norm Aldridge, who was a trainer with the '48 champs, just to name a few:

“In 1955, Frank Colman, the former Pittsburgh Pirate and New York Yankee, purchased the ballclub and promptly brought
London the 1956 Intercounty title. Jumping to the Great Lakes-Niagara District Association in 1957, the Majors won the Great
Lakes portion, but lost the championship to Niagara Falls. London returned to the Intercounty in 1958,

The 1960 and '61 ballclubs, known as the Chester Pegg Diamonds, briefly became the Majors in 1962 under manager Dave
Taylor. But in 1963, sportswriter Bob Ferguson came to the rescue, purchasing the club and gathering sponsorship from London
Motor Products. The new London Pontiacs finished first in 1964, '65 and '68, but failed to win the Intercounty title. The 1969
team, under former pitching legend Roy McKay, won it all

And that was it for the Pontiacs, who became the Avcos for four seasons, 1970-73. The El Morocco Majors played ball in 1974
and '75; that '75 ballclub, under manager McKay, was London's last senior Intercounty championship club. Arden Eddie
purchased the club after the 1976 season, and continued to keep the Majors alive, before selling the club to current owner
Scott Dart during this past off-season. Eddie holds many league records, including seasons and games played, hits, walks,

and stolen bases.

Take a look at some "Majot" accomplishments: pitching champion Brian Murphy turned in a 0.93 earned run average in 1968.
The popular Joe Bechard won the league batting title in 1949 with a 424 average. Hank Czerwieniec equaled that feat with
identical numbets in 1962. Then Dave Byers hit at a 424 clip in 1977. Home runs came often, too. Legendary river shots blasted
off the bats of Evon, and Larry Hageit, an important member of the 1975 squad when he hit 412 and knocked in 22 RBL

Many Majors stars of recent times, including Steve Bushby, Mike Lumley, Jon Owen, Mike Shewan, Chuck Westman, and
recently-retired all-star centre fielder Richard Thompson (whose great-grandfather, "Bull" Thompson, was a member of that
legendary 1877 Tecumsehs ballclub) have continued to keep London's field of dreams alive. Names like Bobby Deakin, Fergie
Jenkins, Wayne "Doggie" Fenlon, Kane Godwin, Alex McKay, and the Mendham boys - current coach Dan "Uncle Buck"
Mendham, his late brother, Dave and Dave's sons, former Majors Dan and Pete Mendham - all come to mind when you
consider the last 79 seasons of Majors baseball.

These are just a few of the people who have made London Majors baseball a London institution. As you watch today's Majors,

take a good look around Tabatt Park. The ballyard is the best in the world. With the Majors calling Labatt Park home, London
baseball fans have the best of both worlds.
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Majors Sponsors

““\-\s & Repairs

Since 1978 lnm.
Sports Excellence

HOCKEY, GOALIE & LACROSSE EXPERTS

640 Oxford St. E
London Ontario
N5Y 3J2

P: 5194339555 F:519433-2627 1-866-337-3837
info@petessports.com www.petessports.com
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Specializing in . . . v

Tool Rentals safety

Domestic solutions

Commerdal for over

Gardemng 29 years.

Construction

Repajrs _ SAFETY EQUIPMENT SPECIALIST!

Air-cooled Small Engines * We Provide Fall Arrest Training
+ Same Day Local Delivery

Sales 652-9800

Gardening Equipment 3392 Wonderland Rd. S.

309 Springbank Dr. London, Ontario N6J 1G4

For all your printing needs! (519) 476-5467 7

London, Ontario

www.hamisco.com

Good Luck Majors
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Canadian Auto Workers Union Local 27

"Serving the Membership and the
Community”

“Proud to support a Community Team”

Local 27 of the Canadian Auto Workers Union

representing more than 7000 workers in 27 different
workplaces and retired members in and around London,

Ontario, Canada.



Majors Coaches

Scott Dart -

President

Ron LeClair

Brandon Steele
Field Manager

Assistant Manager
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Dan "Uncle Buck"
Mendham

Chris Mercier

9 www.pdfcanada.com RIS

For all your printing needs! (519) 476-5467




Majors Players
Alex Blackburn Brooke Coatsworth

Jeremy Hudson

Jeremy Middleton

Kris Kewley Mike Carswell

NEW TEAM
'NEW ATTITUDE
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www.westernfair.com

519 438-7203 or 1 800 619-4629
316 Rectory Street, London, Ontario N5W 3V9
email: info@westernfair.com

Our new
AGRIPLEX...
Opens

Fall 2004




That Dingo ate my mortgage!

In the land "down under", dingos are nasty scavengers. But if they
consume your mortgage, well, maybe they're not all that bad.

Now, there's a similar export from Australia that is just as hungry when

it comes to paying down your mortgage — Manulife ONne. Canada's first
Australian mortgage, this account is designed to make your income and
your short-term savings work to pay off your mortgage (and other debts

faster, simpler and easier than you could imagine.

Manulife ONe, the number one predator of mortgage
debt in Canada.

To pay off a 20 year mortgage in 13 or 14 years, and save $20,000

to $30,000 in interest, by doing nothing dif ferently, call Johnny Fansher
Financial 672-7773 or our London area Manulife ONe specialist,

Lisa Powell, at 851-2993.

M Manulife Bank

Manulife, ManulifeONE, the ONElogo and the block design eregistered trademarks of The Manufacturers Life Insurance
Company and a used by it and its ifiates including Manulife Bank.
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WE BULT OUR REPUTATION ON SERVICE

(Bowling, Billiards, & Darts)
317 Adelaide St.S.
London,ON N5Z 3L3
Phone: (519) 686-6633

Is Proud to Support

London Majors Baseball

Tel: (519) 672-2121
Fax: (619) 672-6065
www.Siskinds.com

680 Waterloo St.

London ON
NG6A 3V8

SISKINDS, LEADERS IN THEIR FIELD®, LEADERS IN THE COMMUNITY.




\ New Team
New Attitude

ajors

BASEBALL

NOT JUST A TEAM IN THE COMMUNITY
BUT A COMMUNITY TEAM



/HOME Pos.12345678910ABRHRBISBE\

TOTALS o
PITCHERS i» | W | R |ER|BB|SO|WP|W/L| Double Plays

2BH

3BH

HR

Passed Balls

SH- SF-
Number Players as Follows | | Symbols for Plays

y — Single K  Strikeout PB Passed Ball

1 g'tCher 6 Shortstop — Double BK Balk SB Stolen Base
2. Lalehar 7 Left Fielder = Triple F  Foul Fly FO Force Out
S -First Baseman 8 Centre Fielder == HomeRun  FC Fielders Choice ~DP Double Play
4 Sepond Baseman 4 R'gh.t F|elder. SH Sacrifice HP Hit by Pitcher E Error
5 Third Baseman DH Designated Hitter BB Walk WP Wild Pitch SF Sacrifice Fly

- %

/\ Specializing in Air Quality and Noise Testing
ROOP CHANDERDAT
AND ASSOCIATES INC.

London Majors' rooR @aokili

Mo (519) 471-6770

Health, Safety and Environmental consultants




fAWAY Pos| 1| 2

3(4(5|/6|7|8(9|10|/AB|R|H

TOTALS o
PITCHERS | H | R [ER|BB|S0|WP|W/L| Double Plays

2BH

3BH

HR

Passed Balls

SH- SF-
Number Players as Follows Symbols for Plays

: — Single K  Strikeout PB Passed Ball

1 Pitcher 6 Shortstop — Double BK Balk SB Stolen Base
2 Sonciir { |LeFieer — Triple F  Foul Fly FO Force Out
3 First Baseman 8 Centre Fielder == HomeRun  FC Fielders Choice DP Double Play
4 sueond Bassean . 9 Right Fislder SH Sacrifice HP Hit by Pitcher E Error
ol G (S atag fer BB Walk WP Wild Pitch SF  Sacrifice Fly

\_
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BERNIE'S

BAR & GRILL

1290 Byron Baseline, London, ON
(519) 471-7098
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FIND THE TWWINS

Which two are exactly alike?

At CIBC Wood Gundy, we are proud to support our community
through the London Majors Baseball team. We believe our best
returns are realized from investing in people; people whose
strengths are an inspiration to us all.

J. Alan Kemp
Investment Advisor
(519) 640-7735 + 1 (800) 265-5982
alan.kemp@cibc.ca

CIBC

Woobp GUNDY

www.cibewoodgundy.com

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets Inc., a subsidiary of Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce and Member CIPE

/u

www.londonmajors.com
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Good Times ® Great Food!

Big Screen TV’s * Fun Atmosphere * Group Parties

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials - Live Entertainment
228 Dundas St. - London, Ontario - 433-4913 - www.honestlawyer.ca
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STAPLES

~Business DEPOT
that was easy.

copy & print
centre

open A5

for online digital prints at

6 an everyday low price
* visitstaplesphoto.ca

F ONDON

SHajors

www.londonmajors.com
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AN Web Design

'5

SAVE

* on a new website design
\ or redesign only
) -

Real Internet Company Inc.
Your TotallntemetSduﬂonstwder
\\ www.real.ca
\
ADSL HighSpee: \
UP-TO_3MB SERVICE .f"«“
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s
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ROGERS TELEVISION

HAS THE BASES COVERED

Fonpon

7015

BASEBALL

ROGERS TELEVISION BROADCAST GAME SCHEDULE*
GAME DATE TEAMS WHEN TO WATCH

Monday, May 24 , .
HOME OPENER Stratford @ London Majors Tape Delay to 9:00 PM

Sunday, June 13 Barrie @ London Majors - Double Header LIVE @ 1:00 PM
Thursday, July 1 Toronto @ London Majors - Double Header | LIVE @ 5:00 PM

Thursday, July 8 | Hamilton @ London Majors LIVE @ 7:30 PM
Thursday July 15 . .

ROGERS NIGHT Brantford @ London Majors LIVE @ 7:30 PM
Sunday, July 18 Oshawa @ London Majors - Double Header | LIVE @ 1:00 PM
Thursday, July 22 | Guelph @ London Majors LIVE @ 7:30 PM
*schedule subject to change TV Sponsor: Ontario Mortgage Action Centre (OMAC)

) ROGERS
2 television

WE’RE A PROUD SPONSOR OF LONDON MAJORS BASEBALL.
CATCH THE ACTION THIS SEASON ONLY ON ROGERS TELEVISION, CABLE 13

AND ALL OUR PROGRAMMING, VISIT www.rogerstelevision.com
Rogers Television is available exclusively on Rogers Cable

1 1
1 1
I FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR LOCAL SUMMER SPORTS TV COVERAGE I
1 1
! -




Pete Babcock

Roop Chanderdat

For all your printing needs! (519) 476-5467
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Majors Players

Trevor Greenway

Adam Gautreau -
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All-Time Majors Team

. Selected By: Jeffrey Reed

While choosing among hall of fame outfielders Willie Mays, Joe DiMaggio and Ted Williams - not to mention °
Roberto Clemente, Duke Snider and Mickey Mantle - is tough enough, try picking the cream of the crop who
have pulled on the pinstripes of the London Majors since 1925.

Individual records previous to the Second World War are painstakingly difficult to find, some non-existent.

The calibre of Intercounty Major Baseball League play over the past 85 years has ranged anywhere from
professional Rookie Ball, to Triple-A baseball. Rosters can change drastically every season, and most Intercounty
careers are short. Livelier aluminum bats were used from 1977-1994; today's gloves are bigger and baseballs
livelier; and today's athletes are for the most part superior to those of yesteryear.

Of coutse, any all-time team is a personal list of greats, the common denominator being the selected players'
talents would stand the test of time. I'm sure there will be arguments over my selections: why was Fergie Jenkins
not selected as the Majors' best right-handed pitcher, when he's enshrined in Cooperstown? Read with interest
my list of all-time London Majors greats. I look forward to hearing yours.

Right-Handed Pitcher - Tommy White

White's three victoties for London in the 1948 World Sandlot Championship earned him Canada's Outstanding
Baseball Player of the Year award. He amassed a 108-57 lifetime Intercounty record and, when he was at his best,
was invincible on the mound at Labatt Park. His best years: 1947 (11-1) and 1949 (13-3). White's .917 won-lost
percentage of '47 stands as the best in the Post-War (1946-57) era. A workhorse, and a true professional, White's
presence is still felt on the mound at Labatt Park.

Honorable Mention - Jon Owen, four-time all-star; Fergie Jenkins ('nuff said); Phil Schmidt.

Left-Handed Pitcher - Neil Ambrose

Ambrose made 132 appearances, pitched 802.1 innings, and compiled 48 wins and 454 Ks over 11 seasons
(1975-85). He was an all-star in 1976 and '77. Ambrose never led the league in wins during a season, but he
finished with a respectable 3.96 ERA during the aluminum bat era, and his longevity and dependability make

him the Majors' top southpaw. His father, John Ambrose, was an all-star right-hander in the late 1950s-early 1960s.

Honorable Mention - Mike Kilkenny (former Detroit Tiger 9-0 during London's '75 championship season);
Roy McKay (crafty lefty, former pro); Frank Colman (former New York Yankees, Pittsburgh Pirates outfielder/
infielder was Intercounty MVP and batting champ in 1936, thanks to stellar pitching and powerful bat).

Catcher - Wayne Fenlon

"Doggie" did everything but dog it during his 22-year career (1968-88) behind the dish for the Majors. A member
of three championship clubs, including his rookie year, Fenlon was a three-time all-star as a player, and an all-star
manager with London during his last season. In 1986, he won the Tim Turow Trophy for outstanding achievement.
Fenlon finished with 508 games, 577 hits, and 309 RBL

Honorable Mention - Jack Fairs (member '48 Sandlot Champs); Kane Godwin
(outstanding backstop, left us too soon).

First Base - Larry Haggitt

From 1974-84, Haggitt terrorized Intercounty pitchers, finishing his career with 47 round trips and a .320 BA.
After an all-star campaign at third base in 1974, he made the transition to 1B in London's last championship
season, and was named a first-team all-star in both 1975 and '76. Haggitt won the batting championship in '75
with a .412 average. Although not a terror on the basepaths, Haggitt was a gold glove infielder whose clutch bat
helps him rank among the Majors all-time greats. pe

Honorable Mention - Tom Burgess (former pro, member Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame); Arden Eddie; Dave
Lapthorne; Jamie Cooke (own players feared his power during batting practice).

PDF
For all your printing needs! (519) 476-5467 13 www.pdfcanada.com



All-Time Majors Team

Selected By: Jeffrey Reed

Second Base - Barry Boughner

This-was by far the toughest position to rank in the infield. Although a talented utility player, and former all-star

third baseman and DH, "Boogie" was an all-star at second base in 1974, and played the position during parts of

almost every season during his 17-year career (1966-84). A rare combination of power, speed and finesse for most
- of his career. Tough-as-nails former NHLer, the Pride of Delhi helped London capture three league titles with his

professionalism, competitiveness and never-say-die attitude.

Honorable Menation - Jamie Hodge; Billy Breene

Third Base - Dave Lapthorne

A well-rounded player, "Whitey" Lapthorne was an all-star at the hot corner in 1967 and '70 during his 17-year career
(1960-76); he was an all-star first baseman in 1967 and 1970. A career .275 hitter, "Whitey" posted a .346 BA in 1963.
He was a key member of three championship squads, and appeared in six championship series. A competitor in the
1970 National Baseball Championships, Lapthorne was a team leader and rightfully team captain during the memorable
1975 season.

Honorable Mention - Ken McFadden (another '48 championship team member); Barry Boughner; Larry Haggitt;
Dan Mendham

Shortstop - Tie: Tom McKenzie and Dave Byers

You call this one. Although this 14-time all-star shortstop played most of his 21-year (1960-80) career with Kitchener,

McKenzie's infield wizardry and clutch hitting didn't go unnoticed during his early days (1960-65) with the Majors.

An all-star in 1964 and '65, McKenzie batted a career .315, and compiled 570 hits and 155 stolen bases. A former

Kitchener manager (four-time all-star), with five champxonshlp rings as a Panther, McKenzie established himself as an

Intercounty hall-of-famer with the Majors. Dave Byers was a six-time all-star at shortstop, playing most of his

18-year career (1970-87) with London. A Cal Ripken-type infielder, Byers impressed equally with his glove and his bat.
- He has a career 551 hits, 317 RBI, 74 HR, and 105 doubles. Won batting crown with .457 BA in 1977. Teamed up with

Alex McKay to form a deadly double-play duo.

Honorable Mention - Bobby Deakin (talent wise the best, but pro ball beckoned, and injuries ended career).

Outfield - Arden Eddie, Russ Evon, Stan Anderson, Richard Thompson

Yes, there are only three outfield positions, but all four of these players deserve a spot amongst the Majors' all-time
greats. Eddie holds numerous records, including games, seasons, at-bats, hits, RBI, stolen bases, and walks. Six of
Eddie's eight all-star selections followed outstanding seasons in the Majors' outfield, where he began his career with
speed to burn. He later switched to first base and DH (wouldn't you at age 507?), but it says here he'll forever be known
as one of the Majors' all-time great outfielders. Evon was the best all-around athlete ever to don the Majors' uniform.
An 18-year Intercounty star, Evon's 12 triples in 1950 still stand as a league record. He amassed a .345 career batting
average, hit .355 in '48 Sandlot Series. Both Stan Anderson and Richard Thompson were nicknamed "Gabby." Both let
their bats and gloves do the talking. Anderson was a six-time, first-team all-star between 1958-65. He patrolled the
Majors' outfield for 12 seasons, finishing with a .339 BA. A one-time professional, he won two Intercounty batting
crowns, was runner-up twice, and captured two MVP awards. In 1963, "Gabby" Anderson was a player-managet.
Thompson, who played eight seasons in centre field, was a modern-day Evon, an all-round athlete whose main
attributes were a keen batting eye and speed. "Gabby" Thompson was named to six all-star teams since his Rookie of
the Year season in 1988. Switched from aluminum to wood in 1995 and promptly won batting crown with .415 average.
In fact, hit better with wood than aluminum. His father and great-grandfather were also local baseball stars. Top three
outfielders? You make the call.

Honorable Mention - Joe Bechard; Reid Heffernen; Brian Pearen; Ty Crawford; Hank Czerwieniec.
DH - Arden Eddie
The only Major I name an all-time great at more than one position. While many have taken their turn at bat, Eddie is

the senior member of the Majors' DH fraternity. He was an all-star DH in 1994 at age 47.

Jeffrey Reed, London's 3B coach in 2000 and 2001, is the Majors Alumni Director.
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Majors Trivia

You think you know your London Majors trivia? Test your skills with these five questions.

1. Which seasons did Baseball Hall of Fame pitcher Fergie Jenkins play for the London Majors?
2. What year did Labatt Park receive its current name?

3. Name the eight Majors to have their numbers retired.

4. Which three current London Majors played in the Toronto Blue Jays minor league system?

5. When did London capture its first Intercounty championship?
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Labatt Park

Labatt Park A Diamond Gem, by Jeffrey Reed

To London baseball fans, the corner of Wilson Avenue and Riverside Drive holds more memories
than Detroit’s famous corner of Michigan and Trumbull, home of Tiger Stadium. In fact, Labatt Park
has housed baseball contests since the late 1860s. It is, indeed, the world’s oldest continuous baseball
grounds.

But Labatt Park (as it was dubbed in 1936) is an important cultural landmark because of a number of
significant dates in history. The park was the site for London’s first moving picture in 1895. China
merchant WJ. Reid, who purchased the field in 1877 as the home for the London Tecumsehs Baseball
Club (minor league professional champions that season), constructed a bicycle track at the park in
1892; amateur and professional races were held at the park, which was home to a 24-hour endurance
record for many years.

The London Lords Football Club, and high school football teams played at Wilson and Riverside.
And, there were many other events staged there, including the Forest City Show Jumping tournament,
the RCMP Musical Ride, public ice skating - the list goes on. But through the years, baseball and
Labatt Park have been inseparable.

In 1994, the City of London designated Labatt Park an historic site, and deservedly so. Heroics of the
Tecumsehs ballclub, who also captured the 1876 Canadian championship, are still bantered about by
today’s semi-pro London Majors of the Intercounty Major Baseball League (established in 1925 and
tenants of Labatt Park ever since).

London fielded a Tecumsehs club which competed in the Michigan-Ontario Baseball League from
1919 to 1924, and captured three consecutive titles, 1920-22. Charlie Gehringer played his first pro
season with the Tecumsehs in 1924 before graduating to a Hall of Fame career with the Tigers. But
shortly after the Majors began play, the grounds resting on a river flat were neglected, and actually
became a community eyesore.

In 1927, a group of local baseball enthusiasts refurbished the park. The group included Ernie
Dinsmore, who headed maintenance of all London parks and playgrounds. They rented the park
from London and Western Trust Company, tore down and replaced old bleachers, chased hundreds
of snakes back into the Thames River, and put together a four-team city baseball league. Later, in
1990, head groundskeeper Mike Regan and Labatt Park won the Beam Clay Award, recognizing the
best natural grass baseball grounds in North America.

One year after Labatt Brewing Company purchased the patk, the great flood of 1937 washed away

the old grandstand. After the flood of 1883 wreaked havoc, home plate became deep centre field in a
diamond reversal still in play today. In 1939, the present grandstand was constructed. Many years later,
thanks to funds connected with the 2001 Canada Summer Games, the 'ole ballpark received a total makeover.

Gehringer was only one of many famous ballplayers who graced the field at Wilson and Riverside.
For example, London’s own George "Mooney" Gibson, a former Pittsburgh Pirates ironman catcher
and Canada’s Baseball Player of the Half Century, 1900-1950, played many games at the forks of the
Thames.

Many teams have called Labatt Park home. The amateur London Alerts played in the Canadian League
in 1897 and 1899. A PONY League affiliate of the Pirates played in London in 1940 and ‘41. Since 1955,
the Eager Beaver Baseball Association - London’s first organized athletic league for youth - has staged
all-star contests at Labatt Park. In 1990, the London Tigers won the professional Class AA Eastern
League title at Labatt Park, which received close to $1 million in renovations prior to their 1989 charter
season. In 1999, the London Werewolves captured the independent Frontier League of Professional
Baseball championship during their inaugural season. Last year, the London Monatchs of the Canadian
Baseball League called Labatt Park home for their partial season. But no team has made more of an
impact at Labatt Park than the Majors.

Still competing in the ranks of the Intercounty league (founded in 1919), the Majors are a huge part of

local sports folklore, thanks largely to their 1948 World Sandlot championship. Players like Russ Evon,
Tommy White and Tom Burgess are still talked about during Majors contests. Today’s Majors still occupy

the Roy McKay clubhouse, built in 1937 and later named after the club’s long-time manager who died in 1995.

From the Tecumsehs to the Majors, Labatt Park has hosted a lifetime of magical moments.
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