


MORTGAGES 
we make mortgages ••• make sense 

www .omac-mortgages.com 

Thank you London for making us your #I 

mortgage team! 

Helping Londoners for over 12 years achieve home 

ownership, and save on their mortgages 

The banks make their profits from charging you higher rates. 

We make our living, at no cost to you (OAC) , 

by getting you the lowest rate! 

Is your bank really giving you the lowest rate they can offer? 
Not sure? Call us. 

WESTMOUNT SHOPPING 
CENTRE 

471-4218 

Dave Provident! Jill Houston 

99 HORTON ST. W. 
(just west of Wharncliffe) 

432-0622 

Karrl Sims Pat Brown 

AS SEEN ON: Rogers Cable 13 • The London Knights • No Price Like Home 

AS HEARD ON: AM 980 • AM 1290 • AM 1410 • AM 900 • AM 800 • AM 1070 • FM 96 • FM 103.9 

H E AD O F FI C E : 3 46 WONDERLAND RD . S . LONDON, ON • 432 - 0026 



Jletter J[rom t!Je ,J)resibent/@bJner 
What a phenomenal 2004 season the Majors had. We went from a 

Scott Dart 

team that no one was worried about during the regular season to league 
championship finalists and a real giant killer in the playoffs; knocking off 
Kitchener in 7 games, Toronto in 5 games before finally succumbing to 
Guelph in the finals. It was a great feeling from being the owner of the 
team, but also from being a fan of the game. I can 't even begin to describe 
the electricity in the air during our home games in the playoffs. For that 

- brief period in time all the talk was about the incredible run that the Majors 
were on and speculating on far we were going to go. I can 't wait to see the 
story lines being played out this season. 

Last season's miracle run can be directly attributed to the commitment of the players, coaching staff, sponsors, 
volunteers and most importantly the fans. Without the fans being there to cheer on the home team the game is 
not quite the same. It loses something special; the passion of a story the way that only a fan can tell the story. 
Thankfully we had the ongoing support of our fans throughout the playoff and the media were there to pass along the 
message for the fans that were not at the ball park. Hearing the stories of some new fans, some younger fans and 
some die hard fans was exciting as they all had their very own perception of what made the game exciting. I'd like 
to think that there are many different levels to a ball game and hopefully our attempts to please people at different 
levels wi ll feel them wanting to keep coming back for the experience. 

I would like to extend my thanks and gratitude to the fine people that help our team on and off the field. Without 
their support, all that we accomplished in my first year of ownership would not have been possible. To the fans that 
show their support and make our players want to play harder, to the sponsors that show their support by supporting 
their community team, to the City staff that supply us with the best facility in the league, to the media who spread 
the successes of the team to the rest of the community ... ! thank you! 

It is that time again to start a new quest for the Intercounty Championship and we hope you enjoy the 2005 season! 

www .rogerstelevision.com 

GET LONDON MAJORS GAME 
UPDATES ON FIRST LOCAL 
SPORTS WITH BRENT LALE 

GO MAJORS! 



:R/lljors ~ame ~c!Jebule 
Majors Home Away 
Day Date Team Time Day Date Team Time 

Sun May 15, 2005 Guelph 1:00pm Sat. May 14, 2005 Brantford 2:00pm 

Mon May 23, 2005 Stratford 1:00pm Tues May 24, 2005 Guelph 7:45pm 

Fri May 27, 2005 Kitchener 7:30pm Sat. May 28, 2005 Stratford 2:00pm 

Sun June 5, 2005 Guelph ' 1:00pm Sun May 29, 2005 Toronto 1:OOpm 

Fri June 10, 2005 Kitchener 7:30pm Wed June 1, 2005 Hamilton 7:30pm 

Sun June 12, 2005 Barrie 1:OOpm Thur June 2, 2005 Kitchener 7:30pm 

Sun June 19, 2005 Brantford 1:00pm Sat. June 4, 2005 Barrie 1:00pm 

Fri June 24, 2005 Hamilton 7:30pm Wed June 8, 2005 Hamilton 7:30pm 

Sun June 26, 2005 Oshawa 1:00pm Sat. June 18, 2005 Oshawa 2:00pm 

Fri July 1, 2005 Toronto 5:00pm Thur June 23, 2005 Stratford 7:30pm 

Fri July 8, 2005 Kitchener 7:30pm Wed June 29, 2005 Brantford 8:00pm 

Sun July 10, 2005 Stratford 1:00pm Sun. July 3, 2005 Hamilton 2:00pm 

Fri July 15, 2005 Hamilton 7:30pm Thur July 14, 2005 Kitchener 7:30pm 

Sun July 17, 2005 Brantford 1:00pm Sat. July 16, 2005 Guelph 7:45pm 

Fri July 22, 2005 Stratford 7:30pm Wed July 20, 2005 Brantford 8:00pm 



6'~s-eb~ll? . 
iV\ the Libr~r'1m 
If you type in "baseball" as a ·. 
catalogue subject area, you get 205 "hits"! 

In those 205 categories , there are 1,111 items 
- everything from 64 fiction titles and 11 films , 
to player bios, histories, statistics - even 10 
books of poetry! 

'1olAr Librt1r'1 -
OlAV" reS'OlAV"ces" Mit;ht 
S'lArpriS'e '1olA{ 

London Public 

LIBRARY 

ltor1 
WilliS 

with this coupon 

228 Dundas St . • 433-4913 
- .honestlawyer.ca 

WEB HOSTING 
PACKAGES 

STARTING FROM 

*SJS·9s 

WEBSITE 
DESIGN 

~~n­
~ 

SAVE' UP TO 

$200 
936-8033 
www.novodesignstudio.com 



Professional Window Covering Service 

• London's Largest 

~\r.rJM:; Authorized Dealer 

& CALIFORNIA shutter Gallery 

Showroom at 1736 Hyde Park Road, London 

(519) 645-8430 

~~19~ ,. .rui.a~slus J~J~ 
D~JJ Ya!Js J~ f2D~JE y 

Lambeth 
3334 Wonderland Rd. S. 
London, Ontario 
N6H 5L5 

(519) 652-3333 

Hyde Park 
1600 Hydepark Rd. 
London, Ontario 
N6L 1A6 

(519) 4 71-2777 

www.autotradecentre.com 
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Owner I President 

Harr~ Muir 
' r il l Ill ~ 

Field Manager 

ICE CREAM 

There is a 
Difference 

St. Thomas, Ontario 
6598Sunset 

(519) 631-2510 

London, Ontario 
500 Oxford St. West 

(519)473-5186 

Shawn Gillespie 

General Manager 

Equipment Manager 



A _ ..... _ 

~TCA 

Canadian Auto Workers Union Local27 

"Serving the Membership and the 
Community'' 

"Proud to support a Community Team" 

Local27 of the Canadian Auto Workers Union 

representing more than 7000 workers in 27 different 

workplaces and retired members in and around London, 

Ontario, Canada. 



Western 
PRd 
Improving Your Quality of Life 

• Home Oxygen Therapy & Equipment 
• CPAP for Obstructive Sleep Apnea 
• Asthma & Allergy Control 

Jointly owned by LHSC and ProResp. 

Specializing in ... 
Tool Rentals 
Domestic 
Conunercial 
Gardening 
Construction 

R . 
Air~ Small Engines 

Sales 
Gardening Equipment 

300 Springhmk Dr. London, Ontario N6J 1G4 
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Pr omotional Advertising & Marketing Stuf f 

ph. (519) 652,6781 

SAFETY EQUIPMENT SPECIAUSTS! 
• We provide Fall Arrest Training 
• Same Day Local Delivery 
• Safety Equipment Rentals 

652-9800 www.hamisco.com 
3392 Wonderland Rd. S. 

making an impression! 

ph. {519) 652,8243 

QUALITY SERVICE' 

Fi~Righ~ 
AUTOMOTIVE.. Lld 

471-9462 
Your lnfiniti & Nissan 

Specialist. 

OIL CHANGE 

$19~ 
Wonderland & Aldersbrook Rd. 
Great Rates, 1 year Warranty 

on all Parts and Labour 



Jleti1 ifo)lap !§all! 
Written By: Ben Benedict 

The sun is shining with a slight breeze blowing in from the south, crowds are beginning to gather, and t he teams are 
walking onto the field. Welcome to London majors' Baseball. 

I started working with the Majors' and going to the games last year. I was never much of a sports fan but my 
grandmother was and thus I spent much of my childhood with her enjoying whatever the game of the day was. I had 
an opportunity to take her to see the Jays against the Tigers in Detroit in 1997. 

I played a bit as a kid but wasn 't really all that good, a little clumsy and a little distracted but there was a thrill 
associated with the game. Fast forward too many years and here I am, sitting in the stands this time. 

I never thought it would happen. It took me by surprise and it happened quite quickly. A couple of innings go by, go to 
the snack bar for something to eat and drink, and then slowly it starts to take over. The buzz in the crowd heightens, 
the play is at the plate, the pitch, the hit, the catch, you're out, home run, and I'm hooked. I have become a baseball 
fan. 

I believe I was fortunate to be involved with the 2004 season. There were a lot of changes and excitement. Scott Dart 
purchased the team from long-time owner Arden Eddie. The team was considered an underdog but rose to become 
IBL Championship Series Finalist. For Dart's efforts on behalf of the team, he won the David E. Hastings Trophy as the 
IBL Executive of the year for the 2004 season. 

This year should be more of the same or even better. The London Majors, who have been a part of the Intercounty 
Baseball League (IBL) since 1925, are celebrating 80 years of membership at historic Labatt Park, the world's oldest 
ballpark in its original location (since 1877). 

There is a lot to enjoy at the park and at the games. Friends gather, cheer on their favorite players and team, and for 
three hours you get to be a kid all over again. Not a worry in the world but the action on the field. Joy when our team 
hits a home run, disappointment when it's there team but always with a glimmer of hope that "we' ll get them next 
inning." 

I never thought I would become a baseball fan , but sitting in the stands makes it addictive. The thrill of sharing 
something with friends and family only heightens the experience. 

The 2005 season has started. Trips to the snack bar between innings or at least when the opposition is playing, 
cheering on the home team, chatting with friends about the play, the weather and season. I'm looking forward to 
cheering the Majors' all the way to champions of the IBL this year and I look forward to seeing you there with me. 

~21. 
St. Thomas Realty Ltd. 
Member Broker 
17-417 Wellington Street 
St. Thomas, ON N5R 5J5 
Business 519-333-5900 
Fax 519-633-5075 
Res 519-633-8694 
E-mail kriskewley0c21stthomas.com 
www.kriskewtey.com 

~2t 
First Canadian Corp. 
Member Broke< 

420 York Street 
L~. On~o N68 1R1 

BUSINESS 519-673-3390 24 HR. PAGER 
FAX: 519-673-6789 
E-MAIL: Slmplesimon@lon.imag.net 



By Barry A. Wells 

AS INTERCOUNTY LEAGUE FANS enjoy another season of fast-paced London Majors' baseball at historic Labatt 
Memorial Park, London's 150th anniversary as an incorporated city is the perfect time to revisit the history of our 
municipally owned baseball "paradise gardens." 

Labatt Park (nee Tecumseh Park in 1877) is believed to be the "World's Oldest Baseball Park in continuous use in its 
original location." 

The closest our American cousins have to Labatt Park, is Rickwood Field in Birmingham, Alabama, which was bui lt in 
1910. Still, on several official U.S. baseball Web sites, Rickwood Field is mistakenly referred to as the "World 's Oldest 
Bal lpark" on the specious rationale that the stadium still retains some of its original 1910 grandstand. 

While Labatt Park is currently using its third main grandstand, the site and field is the oldest known ballpark in 
continuous use in the world (baseball was invented in North America). Nineteen-ten isn't even close to 1877. 

Nestled at the Forks of the Thames River, our landmark field has been the centre for London and area's sports, 
recreational and cultural activities for 128 years. 

Over the years, the park has been used for motion pictures, political rallies, civic receptions, public skating, soccer, 
baseball, fastball, softball, boxing, football, horse-jumping, the RCMP Musical Ride and even a 21-Gun Salute to Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II during to her visit to Victoria Park in 1997. In the summer of 2001, Labatt Park was the 
main baseball venue during the Canada Summer Games. 

1870: According to Canadian baseball historian/ author William Humber, it's likely that this "commons" pasture land in 
London West was used for baseball (an adaption of the British game of "rounders") as early as 1870. 
1877: The land was purchased by china merchant W.J. Reid as the new home of the semi-pro London Tecumsehs 
and named Tecumseh Park. The Tecumsehs, with star pitcher Fred Goldsmith (referred to in several newspaper 
accounts as the inventor of the curveball), won the International Association title, beating the Pittsburgh Alleghenies. 
1878: The Tecumsehs beat the Chicago White Sox to win the International title and tour t he U.S. without losing a 
game. 
1890s: Tecumseh Park was home to the London Alerts of the amateur Canadian League and a variety of City league 
teams. 
1892: A brick-dust track was built for amateur and professional bicycle racing. 
1884: Pitchers are now allowed to throw "overhand." 
1895: The first motion picture was shown in London after a bicycle race at Tecumseh Park. London-born and raised 
catcher, George (Mooney) Gibson 
(1880-1967) went on to a stellar playing career with the Pittsburgh Pirates, winning the World Series in 1909. 
1911-15: London joined the professional Canadian League, producing Earl 
(Greasy) Neal, who later starred with Cincinnati. 
1919-22: The Tecumsehs join the Michigan-Ontario League, winning the pennant from 1920-1922. 
1924: Charlie (Mechanical Man) Gehringer, who went on to become a star 2nd baseman with the Detroit Tigers, plays 
for the Tecumsehs. 
1936-37: The park is purchased by the Labatt brewing family and donated to the City along with $10,000 for 
improvements on the condition that the park be renamed the "John Labatt Memorial Ath letic Field" and remain a 
public recreational park in perpetuity. The Great Flood of 1937 washes away the grandstand; A new grandstand and 
clubhouse (still standing) is constructed . 
1940s: London ball hero Frank Colman makes it to the Bigs. During the war years, women's ball flourishes at the 
park. The London Army team wins the Canadian Sandlot title in 1943 and 1944. Renamed the London Majors, 

Continued on next page. 



128 Golden Summers of Baseball at Labatt Park - continued 

the Majors win the Intercounty title in 1947 and 1948. The 1948 Majors also win the Ontario t itle, the Canadian 
Sandlot title and the World Sandlot title in September of 1948, beating the Fort Wayne 
(Indiana) General Electrics in a seven-game series at Labatt Park. 
1950s: The Majors, starring Stan and Bill Slack, win the Intercounty title in 1951 and 1956. 
1960s: Russ Evon's London TV Cable fastball team, with star pitcher Dick Hames, is one of the best fastball teams in 
Canada. The London Pontiacs win the Intercounty title in 1969.1967, purchases the Majors in 1976 and moves the 
team back into the old clubhouse in 1977. 
1980s: Hall of Famer Fergie Jenkins pitches for the Majors in 1984-1985. 
1990: The London Tigers AA team wins t he Eastern League title, the same year the park wins the Beam Clay Award 
as t he best natural grass, minor league field in Nor'th America. 
1994: The City designates the park under the Ontario Heritage Act with a special plaque unveiling on July 1 (Canada 
Day). 
1996: The by- law "Reasons for Designation" of the park are amended to include the "Roy McKay Clubhouse." 
1999: The London Werewolves win the Frontier League title during their first of three years in London. 
2000: During the Werewolves' home opener on June 3, Wolves' pitcher Brett Gray pitches a record 25 strikeouts 
against the Chillicothe (Ohio) Paints. Following the season, the main grandstand (circa 1937) is demolished. 
2001: A new, $1.97-million grandstand is completed in the spring, prior to the Canada Summer Games. An 
interpretive plaque detailing the park's history is installed on the new grandstand. 
2002: The 1948 Majors are among the inaugural 10 inductees into the London Sports Hall of Fame at the JLC. 
2003: The London Monarchs of the fl edgling Canadian Baseball League play part of the season at the park before 
folding due to financial difficulties. 
2004: On Feb. 15, 2004, it's announced that longtime Majors owner-player Arden Eddie has sold the team to 36-
year-old mortgage consultant, Scott Dart. Under Dart's tutelage, the London Majors enjoy an outstanding playoff run, 
finally bowing out to the Guelph Royals in the league final. 

Barry A. Wells is the founder of the non-profit, volunteer group, The Friends of Labat! Park, and also a London freelance writer. Wells can be contacted 
at banddwells@execulink.com. 

Investments, taxes, estate planning. If they don't 
work together, they just don't work. 

The Ass.tnte symbol and Assante Wealth Management are trademarks of Ass.tnte Corporation, used under liCence. 

Sang Kim, CFP, B.A. (Hons), B.Ed 

Financial Advisor 
Assante Capital Management Ltd. 

(Member CIPF) 

371 Dufferin Ave. 
London, ON N6B 1 Z5 

(519) 438-0338 
sang.kim@assante.com 
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Pos. 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 8 9 10 AB R H RBI SB E 

' ~ 

Totals IYa v v !V v v v / v v 

Phchers IP H R ER BB so ww W/l Double Plavs 

2BH 

3BH 

HR 

Passed Balls 

SH- SF-

1. Pitcher 6. Shortstop Single -- Strikeout- K Passed Ball - PB 
2. Catcher 7. Left Fielder Double = Balk- BK Stolen Base - SB 
3. First Baseman 8. Centre Fielder Triple == Foul Fly - F Force Out - FO 
4. Second Baseman 9. Right Fielder Home Run Fielders Choice - FC Double Play - DP 
5. Third Baseman DH. Designated Hitter Sacrifice- SH Hit by Pitcher - HP Error - E 

Walk- BB Wild Pitch - WP Sacrifice Fly- SF 



Pos. 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 8 9 10 AB R H RBI SB E 
AWAY 

Totals Ya v v IV v v v / v v 

Pitchers IP H R ER BB so ww W/l Double Plays 

2BH 

3BH 

HR 

Passed Balls 

SH- SF-

1. Pitcher 6 . Shortstop Single-- Strikeout- K Passed Ball - PB 
2. Catcher 7. Left Fielder Double= Balk - BK Stolen Base - SB 

3. First Baseman 8. Centre Fielder Triple ::= Foul Fly - F Force Out - FO 

4. Second Baseman 9. Right Fielder Home Run Fielders Choice - FC Double Play - DP 
5. Third Baseman DH. Designated Hitter Sacrifice - SH Hit by Pitcher - HP Error- E 

Walk - BB Wild Pitch - WP Sacrifice Fly - SF 



"Can you tell which way I ought to go from here?" 
"That depends a good deal on where you want to get to." said the Cat 
"I don~ much care where," said Alice. 
"Then it doesn't matter which way you walk," said the Cat. 

When your ability to manage money causes you to lose your way ... 
Paul Pickering can help. We can get you going in the right direction. 
For more than 20 years, Paul J. Pickering umited has provided 
individuals with financial solutions for brighter tomorrows. Together 
we can work out a financial solution to help get you back on track. 

Call 672-2494 today for a free consultation 
and a road map to a better tomorrow. 

•••••• • •••• •••• • •• •• • PAULJ. PICKERING 

Toll Free 1-800-561-7451 www.paulpickering.com 
LIMITED 

495 Richmond Street Suite 501 London ON N6A 5A9 
Appointments available: 412 Main Street South, Exeter, Ontario 

TRUSTEE I N BANKRUP TCY 

Personal Bankruptcy Consumer Proposal Financial Counselling 

At PartSource 
we've got pros that 
will actually show you 
how to install them. 
Each PartSource locatton and point you to the 

is staffed by professionals parts and equipment 
W'ho know their car parts, you'U need to get the job 

and are ready to help you done as easily as possible. 
to get your repair ;ob 
done right. They can help Stop 10 today ond see how 
troubleshoot the source of we con help you get your 
your automotive problems job done right! 

••• when you spend $40 at PartSourcel 1 
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A;ruourcelocotJOIIond redeeml'I!Jsc~(orj/Ooff~~ rJ......... JI C.Iflur. Coupoll.alolii~ ~IRSoltln;.~ ~-~~~__..... ... ~ 
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Fo<.-np~a~,ll'laO ~t:Pir~meo.ntwo~.r. • ......_~l<>lfM.OIIIl"-m 
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P~4-
FREsn MEATS LTD. 

BEEF ill PORK ill CHICKEN ~ GOURMET MEAT PIES 

735 Wonderland Road N. London, Ontario N6H 4L1 

(519) 474-2255 
CLOSED SUNDAYS & HOUDAYS 



fM) REAL. 
'(y; LIVE. 
BASEBALL. 

IBL 
www.icbaseball.com 

~bout tbe 1f1§1L 
The Intercounty Baseball League is comprised of 9 teams from across 
Ontario. Cities in the IBL are Stratford, Kitchener, Guelph, Brantford, 
Hamilton, Toronto, Oshawa, Barrie and of course your London Majors. 

Since 1919 the league has been recognized as the best amateur baseball 
in Canada. The league includes a mix of veteran players, top prospects, and 
former major league baseball players. The league schedule is 36 games, 
plus playoffs; where the top 7 teams advance with the first place team 
receiving a bye. The season runs from early May to late August. 

Introduction to Investing 
your rst step in learning how to invest with con dence. 

Visit your local TO Waterhouse 
Investor Centre to find out: 

• What investment choices are 
available to you 

• How and where to invest in 
stocks, bonds and mutual funds 

• How to assess which investment 
solutions are best for you 

TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. 
Located inside the TD Canada Trust Branch 
City Centre 
275 Dundas Street 
Main Floor 
London, Ontario N6A 4S4 

Waterhouse 
Discount Brokerage 

TD Waterhouse Discount Brokerage is a division ofTD Waterhouse Canada Inc., a subsidiary of The Toronto­
Dominion Bank. TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. - Member CIPF. 

TD Waterhouse is a trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. is a licensed user. 

**********************~********************* 



By Eric Bender 

It's a storied team - these London Majors along with their symbiotic relationship with Labatt Park. 
Established in 1925, a full 80 years ago, the franchise has brought championships and some of the most famous and 
slightly infamous players to toe the rubber on the memorial park mound. 

We're th inking of the likes of Denny Mclain, Ferguson Jenkins and Mike Kilkenny. We're thinking of the 1948 Majors 
who won the National Baseball Congress North American sandlot championship in a thrilling series with turn-away 
crowds over Fort Wayne, Ind. It was a team recently inducted to the London Sports Hall of Fame. 

But the mainstays were the heart of the Majors over the decades. Names such as Tommy White, Jack Fairs, Russ 
Evon, Whitey Lapthorne, Norm Aldridge, Dave Beyers, Larry Haggitt and Roy McKay come readily to mind among 
others. The team was once owned by former New York Yankee Frank Colman. 

The Intercounty Baseball League has been another Majors' long-standing relationship. It was established in 1919, j ust 
six years before the Majors took the field. 

The grass inside the fence is just as green at Labatt Park as the latest chapter of the Majors strides into its second 
season. 

Last year Scott Dart took hold of this slice of London's heritage when he bought the team from Arden Eddie who was 
more than a stalwart in the IBL having begun play with the Majors in 1969 and purchasing the team in 1976 a year 
after the Majors had won their last league title. It was a franchise that outlasted the coming of the Detroit Tiger AAA 
affiliate London Tigers, the London Werewolves and, briefly, the London Monarchs. 

The faces of the players on the diamond this year are sparkling with anticipation after a superb playoff run last year 
that caught the breath of the city and made other league cities take notice. In the end the squad bowed out to the 
Guelph Royals but not after knocking out the powerful Kitchener Panthers and the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Dart, who dabbled in the Intercounty as a player and is now headlong into it as an owner, eked out last year's success 
with a minimal staff on and off the field. 

This year there's a devoted general manager in the fold in Shawn Gillespie, a pitcher originally from Zurich with wide 
baseball connections. And the new field manager is Harry Muir, a former Blue Jays farmhand, also a pitcher, who was 
pitching coach last year and responsible for massaging a short listed pitching roster to that incredible playoff run. 

Watch this year for more depth on the mound, a bunch of new arms and the return of most of the infield that is the 
heart beat of the new era for the boys in the London pinstripes. 



640 Oxford St. E 
London Ontario 
NSY3J2 

P: 519433-9555 F: 519433-2627 1-866-337-3837 
info@petessports.com www.petessports.com 

JamesA. • 

~arrts 
Funeral Home 
F-*"yQM.wJ•.J~.,.,.,.,f<d,. • .- I~ 

• Caring & sensitive assistance 
• Reasonably-priced bwi al and cremation options 
• On-site receptions 
• Find peace of mind in your preplanning decisions 

Richmond Street at St. James • London 
Ste, ·e Harris, Managing. Director 433-7253 



John De Block 
Associate Broker 

519-667-1800 
jdb@webgate.net 
www. johndeblock.com 

S,.RENG,.H 
,.BROUGH 

EXPERIENCE 
THOMSON 
MAHONEY 
DOBSON 
DELOREY 

BftRRISTERS, SOLICITORS, DOTftRIES 

FOR CONSULTATION CALL 

673-1151 
www.londonlawyers.com Email: tmdd@londonlawyers.com 

200 ·145 WHARNCLIFFE RD. S.LONDON (AMPLE PARKING) FAX 673-3632 



Coach Canada® 
A STAGECOACH GROUP Company 

Coach Canada, JIIU WilllllfiB lhB BXIIBfiBRt:B 



Sentinel Polymer 
Canada Inc. 

575 Industrial Road, South Office 

London, ON NSV 1 V2 

1-866-WE-FLOO 
(933-5667] 

THE FINEST HIGH PERFORMANCE FLOORING, COATINGS, AND LININGS 



SANDERS 
PROrHe BILLIARD STORE 

Your Complete Games Room Source 
Billiard Tables, Billiard Accessories, Shuffleboard, 
Table Tennis, Foosball, Games Room Furniture, 

Custom Bars, Dart Boards, Darts, Air Hockey, 
Chess Sets, Backgammon and much more 

www. sanderspro. com 
Visit our Showrooms 

317 Adelaide Street South London, ON 519-686-6633 

21 Commerce Park Drive Barrie, ON 705-725-9676 

Looking to have your table moved, recovered? 
We Service all makes & models 



Written 1888 By Ernest L. Thayer 

On June 3, 1888, a ramshackle poem appeared in William Randolph Hearst's San Francisco Examiner. The author 
was Ernest Lawrence Thayer, a rich wool manufacturer's son who preferred turning out verse to talking over his father's 
mills. The publisher - who had known Thayer as a Harvard graduate - paid his old acquaintance five dollars for his 
poem. Thayer thought so little of it that he insisted that it appear under a pseudonym, "Phin," his nickname at Har­
vard. 

Two months later, a young comedian and baseball fanatic named DeWolf Hopper recited it for a Broadway audience 
that included the New York Giants and Chicago White Stockings. He got such applause that he kept it in the act. In 
fact, he would go on to recite Thayer's p9em more than ten thousand times. It was called "Casey at the Bat: A Ballad 
of the Republic". 

The day wasn't brilliant for the Mudville nine that day; the score stood 4 - to - 2 with but 1 inning more to play. And 
then when Cooney died at first, and Barrows did the same, a sickly silence fell upon the patrons of the game. 

A straggling few got up to go in deep despair. The rest clung to that hope which springs eternal in the human breast. 
They thought if only Casey could but get a whack at that - we'd put up even money now with Casey at the Bat. 

But Flynn preceded Casey, as did Jimmy Blake, and the former was a lulu, and the latter was a cake; so upon the 
stricken multitude grim melancholy sat, for there seemed but little chance as Casey's getting to the bat. 

But Flynn let drive a single, to the wonderment of all, and Blake, the much despised, tore the cover off the ball; and 
when the dust had lifted and the men saw what occurred, there was Jimmy safe at second, and Flynn a-hugging third. 

Then from 5,000 throats and more there rose a lusty yell; it rambled through the valley, it rattled in the dell; it knocked 
upon the mountain and recoiled upon the flat, for Casey, mighty Casey, was advancing to the bat. 

There was ease in Casey's manner as he stepped into his place; there was pride in Casey's bearing and a smile on 
Casey's face. And when, responding to the cheer, he lightly doffed his hat, no stranger in the crowd could doubt 'twas 
Casey at bat. 

10,000 eyes were on him as he rubbed his hands with dirt; 5,000 tongues applauded when he wiped them on his 
shirt. Then while the writhing pitcher ground the ball into his hip, defiance gleamed in Casey's eye, a sneer curled 
Casey's lip. 

And now the leather-covered sphere came hurtling through the air, and Casey stood a-watching it in haughty grandeur 
there. Close by the sturdy batsman the ball unheeded sped - "That ain't my style," said Casey. "Strike one," the 
umpire said. 

From the benches, black with people, there went up a muffled roar, like the beating of the storm waves on a stern and 
distant shore. "Kill him! Kill the umpire!" shouted someone in the stand, and it's likely they'd have killed him had not 
Casey raised his hand. 

With a smile of Christian charity great Casey's visage shone; he sti lled the rising tumult, he bade the game go on; he 
signaled to the pitcher, and once more the Spheroid flew; but Casey still ignored it, and the umpire said, "Strike two. " 

"Fraud!" cried the maddened thousands, and the echo answered, "Fraud! " but one scornful look Casey and the 
audience was awed. They saw his face grow stern and cold, they saw his muscles strain, and they knew that Casey 
wouldn't let that ball go by again. 

The sneer is gone from Casey's lip, his teeth are clenched in hate; he pounds with cruel violence his bat upon the 
plate. And now the pitcher holds the ball, and now he let's it go, and now the air is shattered by the force of Casey's 
blow. 

Oh! somewhere in this favored land the sun is shining bright; the band is playing somewhere, and hearts are light. 
And somewhere men are laughing, and somewhere children shout; but there is no joy in Mudville - mighty Casey has 
struck out! 
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